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968-69 was a time of ups and downs as 

far as local hospitals were concerned. 

The main ‘down’ was the announced 

closure of the Woking’s Maternity Hospital in 

Heathside Road, which together with maternity 

units at Windlesham and Walton was being 

replaced by a brand-new maternity suite at St 

Peter’s Hospital in Chertsey.  

The former war-hospital at Chertsey (in the 

grounds of the Botleys Park Mental Hospital),  

had almost unlimited room for expansion it was 

claimed, with work taking place on the 

construction of a new district hospital that was 

predicted to eventually provide about 1,000 

beds.  

The first phase, including five theatre suites and 

a central sterile department, was completed in 

1968, with phase two (the maternity unit) due 

for completion in 1969 and plans approved for 

out-patients, pathology labs, X-Ray and 

associated departments also approved. 

Exactly how many beds the new St. Peter’s 

Maternity unit had (or replaced), is uncertain 

however, as different reports from the time 

quote different numbers. One report from a 

monthly news magazine in October 1969 

claimed the new unit would have 152 beds,  

replacing eighty-nine at Woking and eighteen 

each at Windlesham and Walton, but a 

newspaper report the previous year had 

claimed the new unit would only cater for 120, 

noting that the Heathside Road facility catered 

for just fifty-seven with a further fourteen 

housed at the annexe on Kettlewell Hill. 

Whatever the numbers, the old Maternity unit in 

Heathside Road was earmarked to be used as a 

Geriatric Hospital, with calls for it also to be 
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used ‘partly as a convalescent unit to which 

patients at St Peter’s Hospital could be 

transferred when they no longer need specialist  

attention, but are still not well enough to return 

home’. Sadly the radical idea that ‘no patient,  

due to pressure for beds at St Peter’s Hospital,  

should be discharged and return home when 

conditions there are unsuitable for satisfactory 

convalescence’, appears not to have become 

policy. 

Later turned into a Geriatric Unit, the old Maternity 

Hospital in Heathside Road lived up to the claim that 

the NHS treated you from the cradle to the grave. 



There was also the possibility of Heathside 

Road being used for day-patients, although they 

were already well  looked after at the Woking 

Victoria Hospital by Wheatsheaf Bridge in the 

town, where a new £20,000 physiotherapy 

department was opened by the Chairman of  

Woking Council in March 1968. 

The Woking Victoria Hospital undoubtedly had 

the majority of ‘good news’ at that time, as in 

January 1969 the South-West Metropolitan 

Regional Hospital Board gave a ‘categorical 

assurance that it has no intention of closing’  

the hospital! 

One of the first phases of redevelopment of the ‘War 

Hospital’ at Chertsey saw the closure of Maternity 

Departments in Woking, Windlesham and Walton. 

But at least the much-loved Woking Victoria was 

safe with the ‘categorical assurance’ that it would 

not be closed. 



Brookwood Mental Hospital too was seeing 

minor improvements with the official opening in 

July 1968 of the £10,000 ‘Bertha Redding 

Library and Arts Centre’, named after the 

former chair-woman of the Brookwood Hospital 

Management Committee -  who ironically had 

recently been ‘sacked’ by the South-West 

Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board (as part  

of a reorganisation of local management 

committees). 

The former Second Surrey County Pauper Lunatic  

Hospital - Brookwood Hospital - was also safe from the 

axe, with new facilities provided (although some of the 

facilities in the old original wards (above), still left a lot 

to be desired. 



Overall, the ‘health’ of local health services 

looked good in the late 1960’s, with three 

major hospitals in the Urban District and other 

minor units and annexes providing care in the 

community, with only expectant mothers and 

those requiring major operations  having to 

travel outside our area at that time. 

Meanwhile at the Rowley Bristow Hospital in 

Pyrford the annual ‘open-day’ (first organised in 

1968), attracted so many visitors in 1969 that 

the car parks were full ‘within a few minutes of  

the official opening’ and parking had to be 

allowed on the drive (and no doubt some of the 

surrounding streets). 

If only it had remained that way. 

New open-days at Pyrford’s Rowley Bristow 

Hospital, allowed the public to see for the first  

time the work of the specialist orthopaedic  

unit.  


