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Whilst researching
Edward Hilder, | came
across this fascinating
and detailed article
from the Gardeners’
Chronicle and
Agricultural Gazette of
the 231 January 1864
(pages 52 - 53).

Because of its size, |
thought it best not to
include it in my general
article on Mr Hilder, but
to present it here as an
additional file.

Who the article was
written by is not stated,
but they clearly
admired Mr Hilder more
than they did the dreary
and gloomy waste of
Woking Common!

Torne is not a drearier wasts than Woki
Common within the limits of the island, A biac|
sand, white and yellow aix inches below the
urfaoe,
Ling, tnd bere aad there 8 Fara bush, ofors the

rest promise to the agriculturist.
cloce wpon the od
way within it, a farm whose produce averages
close on & quarters of Wheat per acre, more than
6 quarters of Barley, and more than 30 tons of
the wery

Mangel Wurzel,
ding as we did last Frida {[l::l!‘ *

edge of the moor, then looming k, indefinite,
and gloomy through the mist of a cold damp
January day, nolhinicould exceed the contrast
presented on this farm by the bushy green luxuriant
plant of Rye, the clean fallows covered with piles
of Mangel Wurzel, earthed over from the frost,
and the thin but uniform and h“lm{,_u‘m‘ of
Wheat already well flattened down for tillering in
the early spring, all of which are separated morely
by the heige from the utter lessnees, and,
but for the obvious fucts beneath our feet, the hope-
less sterility of the waste close by.

This contrast, which must be even greater at
almost any other scason of the year, is wholly a
work of Art. And inits history we have one of
the best lessons which English agriculture offers to
the eultivator of light land.

0f eonrse the difference between the Common and
the cultivated land is mot the work or growth of

which is covered with s stunted growth of | porrid,

et
of this waste, gradually I‘ihﬂil‘ !
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yesterday. Ioe Dridge Farm has, for the most

t, been long encl and cultivated, Close by
t stands the mansion built by James Tur Fiusr,
they say, for a favourite of the Court; and the
“ Banquet Honse Field," next to it, taking its
name from those times, seems to put baek the
original enclosure to centuries ago, But within
the farm, on what is now one of its most fertile
spots, stands almost in ruins the slender column
which then served as a land lighthouse to guide
the traveller across the moor. And there isenongh
of evidence not only upon the gradually retreatin
edge of the waste, but over the whole farm whic
here abuts upon it, to show how the ]’;onr saudy
wilderness of one century becomes the fertile field
of tho next,

Of course the inereased produetiveness of this

land is not the gradual growth of eenturies when
it is held by men of the energy and intelligence of
the present tenant of the Iloe Bridge Farm. Mr.
Hitpkr has added greatly to its fertility during
the 16 years ho has ocoupicd it under Earl OxsLow,
And it is to his ly vig P tion of
the qluu by which light Yand may everywhere be
fertilised, and by which it has been made o
preductive here, that we have now to eall
attention. On land originally poor, great erops of
Wheat and Darley are now grown—and, nowbere
|is the mpecessary connection between a great
head of stock and aJnat growth of grain
more strikingly illustrated. The land altogether
in Mr, Hitoke’s hands is about 500 aeres in
|exhul, of which ahout 360 lie upon the edga of
| the moor, O this small light sandy farm a herd
of 50 to 70 cows is milked for the Loodon market,
a dry flock of Hampshire s'eep, varing from 200
ta 400 head, is fed, and bogs ranging in number
| from 1000 to 2000 have been fattened annually
|up te an average weight of 10 or 12 rcores
a piecc.  Add to these, which are the prineipal
points in the management of the business,
that 16 to 18 farm horses are cmployed in
oultivation and earriage, and that the labour
bill varies between 10004, and 1100/, per annam,
| and it is plain that we have here a very remark-
able specimen of vigorous and liberal farm
management.

It is now seven or ¢

ight years since Mr, HliLoEn
ling, which has since been
one of the chiel features of his farming. The
sheds and barns of a characteristio Burrey home-
'stead have heen divided inte pens 10 to 15 feect
l.lﬂ:“'i. each of which 6 toshz:m kept.
| Tho food is three times a day put in their troughs,
! s much as they will at once eat up; and straw,
|thrown in among them, is trodden down on the
| box-feeding plan, the whole being cleaned out
| when 3 or 4 feet deep. The pigs are purchased
|in various parts of the em‘t;g {hninﬁ‘geuqu
Idcliuﬂd by the Lomdon Bouth-Western
| Railway at thoe Woking Station).  They
| ave from 6 to T scores’ weight when bought.
Rarley, spoiled Wheat, Indian Corn, Peas, Beans,
| Buckwheat, and Lentils, purchased in Mark Lane,
| are brought down to Woking, ground and mixed
in the proportion of eone-half Barley meal,
and the remainder mingled and varied socording |

is prepared in large tuts upon the barn floor, to
iwhploh water is laid on. It is given frosh mnd
' fresh, not allowed to sour; and in a thin uncooked
idge it is served out to all alike at the average
rate of hall a peck of meal per head ﬂaili'. Three
men do the whole work of feeding and keeping
500 hogs, which has been the usual mumber on
hand at & time. The average growth of pork or
bacon is 1 stone (8 lbs.) a week each. y are
kept till fit for the butcher, from three to four or
even five months, accorling to the condition in
which they had been bought. The last weeks
lin the fattening , when the l‘l‘-o:s
iand rest most, are the most profitable.

when ready for the market they nare sent
by truek to wholesale bacon ecurers in many
'parts of the country; large numbers going

a3 the market prices guide their purchase, The food ||

into Gloncestershire to the man uf.lctnr{ of Messrs,
Hivuiee & Sox, near Nailsworth, lately deseribed
in these columos.  So long as the circase is worth
near 6d. per Ib, and the meal can be bought
betweoen Tl and 81, ton, the business yields |
a moderate profit, in
which on =0 large a I
miulh:.n But, on odu:'li other hn]n]:i. _dmuilh. hl:
vecasiol destroy rofit. Duriag

-utumn,f...’ pl 'lnlllir;kr- iled which when
suffered to pursue its courso Fm_ud gtmnl.l{nhhl
in a fow days, the result of dissase both in the

lungs and in the stomach, which mﬂhh.&:
¥ |

pumbers, and put a stop almost

pendently of the manure, |
sonle of rich feeding is -mr;r-I

| every other year.

{to 168,

feeding, And the number sow on hand would
be still further reduced on this ncoount, bat for the
need of muintaining a connection with the trade,
The :ﬁ.«uw has mow ceased its ravages, but
were it nat for the need or advantage of keeping
up & eonnection with regular customers, M,
Hrroer would have stopped his _Pi feeding alto
gether until his premi honl 'In idered
wholly fresh and fres from any taint. In the
mian time nothing can be kept neater or cleane
than the gangways, boxes, sties, and bepa
rate part of the old steading in 'himuuu
operations are earried on.

Another great business on the farm is the cow.
!m-Ein;. A berd varying from 50 to 70 in number
is kept as long ss they continue produstive—
young cows of all kinda, but chiefly smallish boreed
cows, being ht in Suffolk markets. They are
milked twioe a day——the evening’s meal being ment
g.nby the mail train in time for London breakfasts,

ey come to calve at all times of the year, so thay
the produes of milk does mot vary materislly
from ome month to another. And an aversge
vield is about 10 quarts a day—this being made up
of such waxima as 25 and even 30 quarts a day ia
s fow rare casos, with the larger numper of moderate
and inferior milkers dwindling to the time when
they will be dry befure calviog. The price
realised is 24, per quart upon the farm after
ull the risks and expenses of conveyanee are
covered. The cows are fed just now on Mangd
Wurzel, grains, Cottoa-seed eake (rough), pollards,
Wheat chaff, and bay. During summer they an
ot Grass, and recoive grains and cake in additios,
The rough (not decorticated ) cake is found to anywe
almost as well as the Linseed ocake previously
given. From 4 to 6 Ibs, of the cake, 1§ of
pollards end as much Wheat chaif, about 3 pecks
of brewers’ grains, 1 ewt, of cut Mangel Waraeh,
and & or 6 lba. of hay, make up the liberal daily
ration at present,

The sale of milk, in this way genenly
profitable, is often made a loss by the attacks of
foot and mouth disease. The herd is replenished
as often as required by purchased cows, and it is
rarely that any fresh itions are made in this
way without bringing this great cattle plague
along with them, The herd is now comfortably
housed in half-closed sheds and yards, being
supplied with water when required. Four mes,
n boy, and two women feed and clean and milk
from G0 to 70 cows,

Of course with such an immenss live stock to
feed aud bed, thy purchases, always of food sad
often of straw, are very large. Grain and cake
and meal, equal to 500 or 600 and sometimes 1007
bushels a week, are brought on to the farm.
And the retarn of meat is sorres imgly large.
Taking the flock of fatting sheep into the acceunt,
nnd supposing that 300 make 40 lbs, of muttes
each—that in a favourable year 1500 hogs make
100 Ibs, of bacon each—that 50 cows make 80X
gallons of milk each, and patting the gallon of
milk as equal in feeding value to 1 Ib. of mest—
wo have here a produce in food of
200,000 lbs, & year on a farm of 600 acres—3
manufacture of 400 lbs. of meat per agre—pre-
bably guite unparalleled,

Of eourse it 1s made ible only by the large

uantities of food bought on to it, purchased
glurk Lane and elsewtiere, DBut on the ofher
hand, the immense quantities of rich manmure thus
made on the farm, are increasing its productive-
ness not ulm cattle food, but also of graiz
crops. The is eropped for the most part on
the four-field but Barley is times taken
after Wheat—and Clover is taken only with half
the Barley crop, the othor half of the Barly
stubble being generally put to Peas, Wheat
stubbles are also sown down sometimes with Kre
or Trifolium, followed n? Turnips—or wWith
Rape followed by Peas and Tarnips, or i
deapl ﬂnuh@d. manured, and then shailow-
ploughe and followed by Larley,

It is the tiee, for all rout erops, to
deoply with four horses in the autuma, Aad all
the land thus gets & furrow about 12 inches deep
The steam-plough has becs
hired—and has worked the steopest sod e
uneven slopes upon the farm with ease, From 12

ana in one ease to 30s, per acre, along with
the provision of coal and water, hus been paide
The being & case of subsoiling, where t¥0
furrows only wero worked at a time. e

Retarning to_the subject of mﬁ:ultanh-ms-

5 to 6 pecks of Wheat, 7 pecks of Barley, § 10
ks of Peas, are the ordinary seedioz rﬂﬂt
Vhite Velvet-ear, Talavera, and Suffolk “l:-
Wheats ; Chevalier and long-eared Notting
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Darleys; Gl;lntlg all'lh.m hog Peas; Lﬂl:g Red :\tl:i
Orange obe I, (the seed grown am } j
saved ot home) aro tho sorts grown.  They The article adds considerably to our knowledge of

were eovering in Peas already sown, and else-

hare plogghi 12 inches dee Wheat stubble H i i i i th

vh r“{E‘f‘uF L.\EF 12 lnchon dep o "“‘:h'l‘"f" farming in the Woking area in the. mid 19

oo mf:‘f,;ﬁ,:ﬁ:n;‘:;,“"‘m“';;,’,;‘,L,‘l;,,‘;r't‘; century, just as the waste of Woking Common was
Tinied W bt same pertapreadaver bed=n?| | being taken over for houses, rather than sheep.
;n for I;a.rh-y ulrnli;ngrl ‘o_dnzz:lj‘_ :;hq Mnng&;}
1eaps, or 3 Wice, ICKIYT  Cfovere -
se o the nidge lnes vih eth, tee| | The 1861 censust noted that Mr Hilder farmed
bring thatched, lay along the road sides

mear the cow sheds, or they lay in amall 554 acres (rising to 870 acres by 18712), so the

conical piles scattered over the field where they

Fey wene e Tt v i iim on both ofwhich| | article is a little short when it notes that ‘the land

. In this ease
3&52:5; h;hu'fa}'ﬁ‘..i};" -~ i;i.?; ZLLEQ.*.?‘E’,; ;‘55 altogether in Mr Hilder's hands is about 500 acres
sweel. From 80 to 60 neres an, L} . y . . ‘
grown. Thelr cultivation snd manuring s ss| | iN €xtent’, but its mention of ‘a herd of 50 to 70
liveral as possible ; 20 to 30 cartloads of dung are , . . .
ploughed in, aad 3 or 4 ewh of mixed gunno cows’ and ‘a dry flock of Hampshire sheep, varying

acd salt are applied per sere, and the seed is

drilled on the flat in rows about 33 inches apart. from 200 to 400 head’ - ties in with the sale of

IIS: lhlil way, motwithstanding the cold weather , . , d
of the last three of four summers, great crops ‘ i

have been grows. Ao fummens, great cerope 53 prime beasts’ and ‘400 fat sheep’ a reporte
J0 toms per acre, mscerfaived by weighing o fow H

perches here and there, have been nb!fincd. The in Ju'Y 18703'
erop s of eourse less in eold wet summers, for
here, but still mere in the case of the grain crops,

the enltivator, notwithitandiog il bis offorts, is| | Again we know from the 1861 census that Mr
dependent on the season. Off the hundred aecres

o Whest .:eh'i‘;p?;fo;“.‘:.‘a"i Sromt, 1000 quaks Hilder then employed 23 men and 12 boys, but

This year, from such threshing us has yet beon this article adds to our knowledge with the detail

iim:h the !-i!-gg I;Irunlnse; to be q_-:mnidenbhr,' greater ; ) ) )
the 3ic1d d1d mot exoced 56 barheis e aenani| | that the ‘labour bill varied between £1,000 and
the variation in the yield of Darley is just as £1.100 per annum’

y .

gr:‘;\:?th the i?m;!ue yield Ior Mriellu farm-
¥ manure al 18 mand, . ILDE! . ‘
s enadually feoling bis way towards an extn:| | |t als0 notes that it took ‘four men, a boy, and two

sion of his farm within the meor, The Gorse

i ; and the Li Hoath n ! i
;;m'h;;m;;’ e Flosther tumed women’, to feed, clean and milk from 50 to 70

by the harrows ia burped, and the land, then ‘

drsed with shes, with sospes wase,wi L, cows, and that ‘16 to 18 farm horses are
of leflt undressed, issown with Turnips, A poor : H H i ’

crop is the result ; best, houur:r, whemllh.nwnpf.rs‘ employed In the CUItlvatlon and Carrlage Of the
waste has been used. Bheep are being folded on
the land —reeciving Colton-cake and hay—and farm-
with a dressing of dung upon the sheep-fold the
lard will soom be fit for some more rlluailo erop. |

It is chiefly by very deep plonghing, and by i i i i
b 0y chielly by T :.r'..E'.g’.,.ﬁ‘-‘uL?E-’_ 'ty The most interesting aspect of this article,
b

‘mE‘,;::,i’ﬁ(‘:‘:‘,:z,ﬁ"r,il,‘::‘f,'ﬁaEE"’I;: EE{,,“:{E‘;};EI however,. is the detail i.t goes into on.tl:le d:y—to-
e Jn i e Vet o i of Nerik,| | C12Y rUNINg of the business - especially the
T e o jmprove Wik t| | T€QMING of pigs (which is not hinted at in any of the
Fertility has been all along and is still almost | other newspapers examined), and whilst the

wholiy " artificial, depending less here than| . . . .
probably anywhere in the oountry upon the report in June 18724 gives some idea of prices,

natural resources of the land. It is o fact of wryi

i i 1 h in a | . . .
ey e pportanse that 1o o owo || this report goes into much more detail of the
value (and costs) of both animals and crops..

fairly remunerative,

The neatness, cleanliness, orderliness of the
:hqle farm and il.; m?nn;gemn!. show that good |
usiness capacily has had a great deal to do with . . . : H
this waceess.  And the s Iiidge Furm, o doubt. | M Hilder was evidently quite a forward thinking
ooe of many such examples, is o proof that our|
best illastrations of agricultural energy, efficiency man
#nd sucoess, do not exist among the speakors and '
the writers npon agriculture, whose names every- |
body knows—but among the less pretentions men
who are rarely heard of beyond the limits of mir]
well condugted business,

1 TNA RG9/424/117/12

2TNA RG10/807/67/34

3 Surrey Advertiser, Saturday 9™ July 1870, page 5

“Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, Saturday 22" June 1872, page 2

MORE PAGES CAN BE FOUND IN THIS SERIES UNDER THE ‘Old Woking History’
SECTION OF MY WEBSITE www.wokinghistory.org



