TROUBLE AT MILL - THE 3 ‘'C’s’ -
CORN, CLOTH & CARPENTRY

lain Wakeford 2014
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The boundary of Sutton and Send is marked in green
over this 1870 25” Ordnance Survey Map, whilst the
course of the main River Wey now follows the line of the
blue dots. Is this actually the course of the Domesday
Mill stream, in which case the mill could have been by
what is now a weir near Broadoak Bridge?

Many think the mill at Newark was one of the mills
recorded in Pyrford at the time of the Domesday Book,
but Newark is in Send so Pyrford’s mills must have been
somewhere else.

CORN

s promised the other week, | will now
Aturn my attention to some of Woking’s
other industries — this week
concentrating on some of the water and

windmills of the area.

Probably the oldest recorded industrial sites in
many places are the corn mills, recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086.

Woking’s was valued at eleven shillings and
four pence, with mills at Byfleet, Sutton and two
at Pyrford being valued at five shillings each.
Where Sutton’s mill was we do not know. There
IS some speculation that it may have been on or
near a small meander of the parish boundary
towards Potters Lane and the A3, but wherever
it was it appears to have gone out of use fairly
quickly.

The same may have applied to the two mills at
Pyrford. Many have assumed that one at least
must have been on the site of Newark Mill, but
that was well and truly in Send and was
undoubtedly the one recorded in that manor’s
entry in Domesday as being valued at twenty-
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At Walsham the Wey Navigation leaves the old river
(and the parish boundary) at the weir where a large fall
of water could easily have powered a waterwheel (or
two) in the past. Was this where Pyrford’s Domesday
mills were, rather than at Newark in Send?
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shows the original course of the River Wey, whilst the
modern course of he river (in blue), possibly follows the
course of the Domesday mill stream.

one shillings! A possible site could be at
Walsham where the weir shows that there was
probably quite a fall of water at this site even
before the Navigation was constructed, but the

truth is that we may never know.

There were other mills in the Wey Valley at the
time of Domesday such as Stoke (two mills
worth twenty-five shillings), Burpham (one mill
of fifteen shillings) and Wisley (five shillings),
but whilst the two former sites survived for
centuries, the latter has also disappeared.
Having said that it's site has probably been
identified in a field on the tithe map of 1842 as
‘Mill Land’, where what is now the main part of
the river cuts across a vast meander in the
parish boundary with Pyrford and Byfleet (see

next page, below).

Excavations in 1977 and 1978 in advance of
the construction of the M25 found a possible
medieval settlement site associated with the ) : L - . o
mill and the diversion of the river. After .. _ia)iae B M Wil
Domesday the mill was recorded again in 1206 - . g dsa U, F 0 om ST *"*‘H "
and 1342, probably falling into decay soon . e o 3 e
after as the latest pottery from the excavation
was similar to 14t century pottery found at

Brooklands, also excavated in the 1970’s.

All of the above mills would have originally
been used to grind the flour produced on the
local manor, but gradually over the centuries
many were put to other uses (at least the ones
that have survived).

Byfleet for a time went over to metal working
(as we shall investigate next week), although it
returned to corn milling later in its life.
Tragically an accident at Byfleet Mill in April
1890 resulted in the death of William, the
eldest son of the owner, George Holroyd, when
his foot got caught in a revolving belt and he
was crushed to death. The accident may have
persuaded George Holroyd to vacate the mill,
for in the same year the firm of Hall & Davidson
took control, and ran it in conjunction with their
other concerns at Ewell before the waterwheels
were removed for scrap in 1930 and milling
ceased altogether.

At Woking in the 17t century part of the mill
had been turned over to fulling cloth and by
1749 there was evidently a ‘water-powered
snuff mill’ on the site, although the amount of
fall of water at Woking allowed two corn mills to

be in operation as well.

An auction in 1796 recorded a ‘Capital Freehold
Flour Mill’ in the occupation of Mr Ryde, whilst
there was by then also a ‘Leather Mill’ occupied
by a Richard Baker. It was this mill that was
later converted into a paper mill by Alderman
Venables of Guildford in 1835 (more of which in
a couple of weeks time).

By then the ‘manorial mill’ was well and truly
out of date with mills such as Newark near
Ripley importing its grain from elsewhere (and
‘exporting’ the resulting flour up to London).
Indeed the village of Ripley despite having such
a large mill on its doorstep appears from the
records have got most of its flour from Ockham
Mill, just a short walk downstream and across

the fields.

At Woking the corn mill was also used as a fulling mill and §
for making snuff, before it was turned over to papermaking -:f_:-
and finally printing




Most of the flour from the local corn mills would have
ended up in ovens like this one at The Grange in Old
Woking, where a fire of gorse faggots would have been
raked out before the bread was afterwards baked.
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