
L 
ooking through Pigot’s Directory for 

Kent, Surrey & Sussex from 1839 

recently,  I discovered the above 

reference to the branch railway to Guildford. At 

first I didn’t take much notice, and then I 

thought ‘hang on a minute, this is 1839 - the 

Guildford branch wasn’t opened by 1839’.  

There were proposals as far back as March 

1838 for a line to Guildford, but after a couple 

of years those plans were abandoned, and it  

wasn’t until 1843 that a new scheme for a 

branch line was put forward, finally opening on 

the 1st May 1845 (see Impact of the Railway’s 

article, first published in December 2014), 

It appears that Pigot’s, in an effort to be as ‘up-

to-date’ as possible, obviously jumped the gun, 

although to be fair their entry in the directory 

for Guildford does note the town as being 

‘within six miles of the Woking station on the 

London & Southampton railway, from which 

there will be a branch to Guildford’.  

Woking, as a town, is not recorded at all, the 

area apparently being just part of the 

‘neighbourhood’ of Ripley.  

It is there that the only ‘nobility, gentry, and 

clergy’ of Woking are recorded - the Rev 

Bowles, John Gates esq of  Knap Hill and Mrs 

Wyndham at Sutton Place.  

‘Shopkeepers and traders’ with a Woking 

address include Thomas Bensley, letter-press 

printer; with just the nurserymen, Robert  

Donald, George & Henry Jackman, and Michael 

Waterer at Knap hill, being the only other 

traders in Woking.  

Interestingly the nurserymen are also listed 

under the entry for Chobham (although for 

some reason Henry Jackman is not recorded),  

with the Horsell nursery of Henry Cobbett also 

being listed there – the only inhabitant of that 

village apparently!  

Byfleet was listed under Chertsey and appears 

to have had more people of note than Woking,  

with James Barnes, esq; John Freebairn, esq; Mr 

Garroway; Rev William Haggitt; Miss Shrapnell;  

James Sparks, esq. of West lodge; and the Rev 

Charles Sumner being listed under that town’s 

gentry -  although in the case of Chertsey there 

was evidently far too many shopkeepers and 

traders in the town itself, to list any from its 

surrounding neighbourhood.  
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But as for the village of Pyrford, it obviously 

didn’t exist  in 1839 - at  least not as far as 

Pigot’s is concerned. 

Pigot’s 1839 entry for Ripley and Neighbourhood 

(above), with the directory entries for Chobham (below). 


