HORSELL

n 1921 the General Purposes Committee

of the Woking Unemployment Committee

recommended to Woking Urban District
Council that they should support a proposal by
Mr W G Tarrant, the famous Byfleet builder, to
provide unemployment relief for local ex-
servicemen who had found themselves unable
to find work after the Great War.

| hope that nobody gets any ideas now, but Mr
Tarrant apparently had great support for his
plan to develop most of Horsell Common with a
golf course (to the north of Shores Road), two
football pitches (near Chertsey Road
Bridge),and tennis courts and a playground
between Monument Road and Chertsey Road!

In order to pay for the scheme he came up with
the remarkably modern sounding idea of
building 160 new ‘villas’ on the common
(although nowadays it would probably be
several storey high apartments) - some of
which were to be reserved for ‘badly disabled ex
-service men’.

The ex-servicemen cottages were to be near the
six crossroads where in fact a seventh road (to
the north, across the common and then east
towards Anthonys) was to accommodate the
new villas overlooking the golf course at the
sandpits.

Frank Derry, who was to go on to be another
great benefactor of the area, thought ‘Woking
has been very unwise not to welcome Mr
Tarrant’'s schemes in the past’ and he
‘approved of his scheme most emphatically’. Mr
Ely of Woking Gas Works thought ‘it is a grand
scheme’ and would be ‘the making of the town
and ought to be supported’, whilst Mr W R
Skeet (who admitted he hadn’t gone into the
idea in detail) nevertheless thought ‘if it is
practicable it obviously would be very valuable
to the town from a business point of view’.

COMMON NEW TOWN

lain Wakeford 2016

Mr Tarrant’s plan was that the sports facilities
(including the eighteen hole golf course) would
be run by the Council — ‘the revenue produced
would be more than sufficient for their
maintenance’. In all about 235 acres of the

The plan showing the new ‘seven crossroads’ with its
houses and villas, and the golf course to the north of
Shores Road.

common could be developed ‘in such a way as
to open out their beauties without interfering
with the open spaces in front of the existing
houses’. The ‘dense undergrowth of trees which
is blocking the healthy breezes and beautiful
distant scenery’ would be removed and at the
same time local people would be employed ‘on
roadmaking schemes that would be
economically sound’.

Unfortunately for Mr Tarrant (although probably
not for the rest of Woking) he had not
accounted for the inter-war ‘Nimby’s’ who
called a meeting attended by hundreds of
Horsell residents. They ‘voted unanimously to
oppose any proposal to interfere with their
common’. Apparently the Parish Hall was too
small to accommodate everyone and after the
meeting Mr Tarrant is said to have ‘expressed
regret that he had ever taken the trouble to

Had Tarrant’s plans for the ‘seven crossroads’ materialised
in the 1920’s houses and villas would form the background
to this 1960’s view instead of the trees of Horsell Common.




Not all of Horsell Common would have been developed
as the areas of Horsell Birch and around Littlewick Road
were not part of the scheme.
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G.P.O. Trunk Line across Horzell Common, Surrey.

bring it forward'.

The scheme fell on deaf ears and Horsell
Common was preserved (dense undergrowth
and all) for future generations to enjoy,

“The Bleak House,” Horsell, quing.

although in the 1980’s another scheme to use
part of the common between the Six
Crossroads and the canal for industry was
proposed — and equally rebuffed.
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It would be highly unlikely that anybody would
come up with such a plan for Horsell Common
today — although other parts of the green belt
around the area might not be quite so lucky!

€. Dennetf, Proprietor.
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The Bleak House (now the Sands at Bleak House)
would have seen its clientele of local farmers and
labourer’'s transformed with the construction of
Tarrant’s villas along Chertsey Road and across the
common.
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