WOKING’S NEW ‘ODEON-STYLE" STATION

lain Wakeford 2016

oking Station was first opened to

the public on the 21st May 1838 —

and was temporarily the end of the
line for the new London & Southampton
Railway, whose London terminus at that time
was at Nine EIms (later Vauxhall Station).

It had a small booking office and ladies waiting
room with public conveniences on the south
(Old Woking) side of the line, with a footbridge
connecting the two platforms and almost no
facilities for travellers on the northern (‘up-side’)
of the lines. A Goods Shed stood at right angles
to the east of the Station Masters House with a
turntable to help move the wagons and engines
around.

At first, with no town of Woking, the number of
passengers must have been minimal, but with
the opening of the line to Guildford in 1845
(extended to Godalming in 1849 and eventually
to Portsmouth in 1859), and the development
of the new town on the common after the
Necropolis Company’s land sales — the station
needed to be expanded.

Sidings were added to the north towards
Goldsworth Road and then on the southern side
bounded by the fields that would eventually
become the York Road Estate.

The increase in traffic and the number of lines

through the station also required alterations so
that by the 1880’s the station was a hotch-
potch of buildings.

In 1888 the first major rebuilding took place
with the construction of a new goods shed to
the west of the south entrance and extra

Despite being rebuilt many times, the northern (town)
entrance has remained constrained and arguably an
embarrassment to the town.

Woking's position as an important railway junction,
meant the station soon expanded with extra platforms
and sidings.



platforms as the number of lines had doubled.
Unfortunately at the time no attempt was made
to improve the north (Town) entrance to the
station — partially as the Albion Hotel opposite
the station was less than thirty years old and
the railway company had no incentive to act as
developer.

Just over a decade later, however, the Albion
itself was rebuilt, but as the railway station was
then relatively new, nothing again could be
done to improve the Town’s approach to the
station (and so the story has gone on).

The Station had originally been called ‘Woking
Common’, but was changed to Woking Junction
when the Guildford Branch was built, changing
to just ‘Woking’ in 1913.

Meanwhile other stations had opened in the
Woking area at Brookwood (1867), Worplesdon
(1886), and West Byfleet (1887 — originally
Byfleet and Woodham Station until 1913) —
with what became Byfleet & New Haw Station
(West Weybridge) opening in 1927.

By then the London & South Western Railway
had become the Southern Railway and a
number of suburban lines out of London were
being electrified on the third-rail system.
Unfortunately the recession slowed down the
work but in November 1935 the Government
announced a grant would be made to the
Southern Railway as an unemployment relief
scheme to advance the electrification of their
lines. In February 1936 the company
announced that the main line to Portsmouth

The signal box (as well as the main southern entrance to
the station) is now a Grade Il listed building, so should be
protected from any future rebuilding of the station.

“Ih

.."-i_n_.-:.-t'*:
] e

-.ri;
TG

isagid

™ ;“l ‘I:




Y T =
i e o JI-".P'

--1rrr'-"‘- i

LUTCY

e e
o] AL

t SOUTHERN _RAILWAY i

WOKING STATION.

would be the main beneficiary (with the Woking
to Aldershot, Farnham and Alton Branch also
being upgraded at the same time). The line to
Guildford via Effingham Junction had been
electrified for some time, but the new work

meant that now Woking Station would have to  poor north entrance remained cramped by the
be almost completely rebuilt. High Street running immediately past it, and
despite minor alterations it arguably remains to

In 1936-7 the new  ‘Odeon-Style’ south ;- day a major embarrassment to the town.

entrance and Signal Box were built — but the




WOKING'S OTHER 1930’s GEMS
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ost people are familiar with the
M 1930’s South Entrance of the station

and perhaps the equally iconic Signal
Box, but there is another part of the 1930’s
electrification scheme for the Southern Railway
that is largely forgotten (although slightly more
accessible than the Signal Box). Every year on the
Heritage Open Day Weekend the Electric Control
Room off York Road is opened by volunteers
keen to show visitors around — although sadly
you will have to wait until next September for
your next chance (put a note in your diary now).
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It was built in 1936 to help ensure that the new
line had enough electricity in the right areas at the
right time, with panels of lights around the oval art
-deco interior showing junctions and stations
throughout this area. With war looming on the
horizon the low concrete, flat roofed, building by
Twin Bridges was designed to be bomb-proof.
Inside the equipment (if not the building itself)
was supplied by a Swedish company called ASEA -
Allmanna Svenska Elektriska Aktiebolaget —
which apparently roughly translates as the
General Swedish Electrical Company.
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Another bomb-proof building of the time was
the Traffic Control Bunker that | believe is still

under part of the commuter car park
immediately to the east of the station.
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Unfortunately not even | have had a chance to
look around this fascinating subterranean part
of the town, but from what | have heard it is
just as fascinating (if somewhat more grubby)
than the Switch Room to the west.

Now wouldn’t it be great if all these
remarkable pieces of Woking's Industrial
Heritage could be permanently opened to the
public!
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