Swimming Pool Committee of Woking

Urban District Council received a request
from the 2nd Battalion of the Durham Light
Infantry (DLI) then stationed at Inkerman
Barracks, for permission to play football on
Waterer's Park (below) on two afternoons a
week. After discussion it was decided to grant
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them the permission and further not to charge
them for the privilege of using the park,
although it seems the DLI later pushed their
luck too far when in June 1939 they asked for a
reduced rate to use the swimming pool in
Woking Park! That was not entertained,
although a proposal in 1940 that the council
should provide free baths for soldiers stationed

in the area was partially approved when in May
they resolved that ‘organized parties of soldiers
be granted the use of shower-bath facilities at
the Byfleet Decontamination Depot at a charge
of 2d per man per visit. How much this
generous offer from the council was taken up is
difficult to say — it certainly would not have
been much use to the troops stationed at St

Johns!

Later the council did agree to charge just a
penny per person for members of the armed
forces to use of the swimming pool in Woking
Park, but how many of the Durham men took

advantage of this concession is hard to say.

Meanwhile the DLI (and others) could look
forward to new 'Sunday entertainment’, with
local cinemas showing films, and a fun-fair
being set up in Duke Street; and in the summer
of 1940 the Council’s Library Committee
decided that members of His Majesty’s Forces
could borrow any book from Woking Library
provided they paid a twenty-five shilling deposit
and a further deposit equal to half the value of
any non-fiction book they borrowed over the
value of ten shillings. Again how many took up
that generous offer from the Council is not

recorded.



As well as housing the DLI, Inkerman Barracks
was also the temporary home for many
Canadian soldiers who appear to have been
stationed in camps all over Surrey. Most
seemed to have been well accepted, although
in Addlestone five Canadian soldiers were
arrested for disorderly conduct in a local pub
and at Camberley there appears to have been a
number of fights between them and member of
the Scottish Black Watch (with knives being
drawn and at least two Royal Canadian
Dragoons injured in December 1941).
Fortunately in Woking there doesn’t appear to
have been anything like as much trouble
(although one Canadian was convicted of being
‘drunk in charge of a pedal cycle’) — the only
serious local ‘casualties’ being a few trees in
The Broadway at Woking as the council decided
in July 1941 to remove the trees between the
railway and the road to allow extra room for the
troops queuing for the St Johns and Knaphill
buses!

Some of the trees on the slopes of the hill
running down from Inkerman Barracks to the
Robin Hood Road were also ‘attacked’, with
three soldiers from Vancouver, British
Columbia, scratching their initials and the date
‘Feb 18, 1945’ on the trunk.

There was also apparently some American
soldiers stationed locally as in 1944 Vera
Rassell, a Land Girl working on Secret’s Market
Garden at Send, recorded in her diary on the
13t April ‘Cabbage pulling first thing, then
rhubarb. Cycled to Woking. Watched some
Americans play baseball’.

Her diary, now at the Surrey History Centre, is
perhaps not the most enthralling with more
mention of leeks and lettuces than we really
need to know, but she does record dances and
the cinema in Woking and meeting soldiers at
the Seven Stars at Newark, as well as knitting
items for the troops.

Some of the Land Girls and Gypsies employed
by Mr Secret during the war were housed in
huts that can still be seen in the fields by Mays
Corner at Send.

From what | can tell Woking seems to have got
on well with their new ‘guests’, either soldiers,
evacuees or those coming to the area to help
with war work. Indeed it might be said that the
town prospered during the war as everyone
came together to do their bit.
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some of the bombs that fell on the area
and the work of the Auxiliary Fire Service,
but to assist the AFS a number of local
businesses got together to help themselves by
organising ‘fire watch’ teams who would look
out for incendiary bombs. One such group

I n previous weeks | have written about
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locally was the ‘Broadway Fire Watchers’ —
whose remit appears to have been to not only
look after the shops of the Broadway, but also
Chertsey Road — with Mr Robinson of
Robinson’s Department Store in Chertsey

Road as the organisations President.
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One of the contributors to the voluntary
scheme was Hugh Butcher’s furnishers, whose
wartime shop front can be seen here with
wooden shutters to help protect against any
local blast and help towards the blackout of

the premises at night.




Jhe Broadway Ffire-- Watchers

9, THE BROADWAY All Communications to
WOKING ROBINSONS (WOKING) LTD.
: CHERTSEY ROAD
President : W, H. ROBINSON ‘ WOKING
Hon. Secretary : A. L. LEVY
Hon, Treasurer : Miss L. DUGGAN

3lst Januvary 1941.

Dear Sirs,

As we have received no he.'u_p Wﬁmciaﬂy.
from your firm in the matter of Fire-Wasching of the block in which

your shop is situated, we are not aware if it is your intention to
co-operate in the Scheme.

If you wish to joi'fn': in, please send us ;,roui‘ monthly subscrip-
tion within the next three days. Failing to receive this we shall
assume that you are : ing your own arrangements.

We have to notify the Council of any firms in this block of
buildings that ar¢ not co-operating with us.

Yours faithfully,
a”%

Hon, Secretary.




