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I

mentioned last week Walter Deakin’s
development at Connaught Crescent in
Brookwood and noted that during the late
1950’s and early 60’s his firm was busy
building other estates in and around Woking.
One of those was the ‘Highclere Garden Estate’
at Knaphill, given planning permission by
Woking Council in March 1958 for fifty-five
dwellings - one of the first major private estates
to be built at that time in Knaphill.
Until then most of the post-war private
developments had been quite small scale, such
as the seventeen houses of Hillside Close (so
named in September 1955), but gradually other
tracts of land came to the attention of
developers and, as I said last week, Knaphill
gradually started to merge with the
neighbouring St Johns. Part of that infill was in
the former brick yards off Beechwood Road,
where Sherwood Close and Woodside Close
were built by R H Dance Ltd..
In some cases development went against the
wishes of the local authority, such as the ‘Lane
End Estate’ off Chobham Road which had
initially been refused by Woking Council, only to

be overturned by the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government. The best the council could
get out of the development by E. Cheeseman &
Sons was some land at the entrance to the
estate dedicated for road widening and
improvements.
On the other side of Chobham Road the council
did stop the development of Stanley Farm at
that time, but off the Bagshot Road the pre-war

Oak Tree Road was extended and the Grindstone
Handle Estate developed.

The poor Ordnance Survey couldn’t keep up with the
developments in Woking, with the new six inch map
already out of date before it was published in 1961.

development of Oak Tree Road and Sparvell
Road (for the workers at Brookwood Hospital),
gave developers the ideal opportunity to argue
that development of what was called the
‘Grindstone Handle Corner Estate’ should be
considered ‘in-fill’ and so in the early 1960’s

The Highclere Garden Estate, built by W Deakin & Co.

Grindstone Crescent, Oak Tree Close and the
continuation of Oak Tree Road were built (the
Council agreeing the new road names in May of
1960).
Although, as we saw last week, Classic Homes
Ltd were unsuccessful in building on the woods
at Sheets Heath, they did manage to get
permission for an estate off Inkerman Road in
Knaphill - building Burnham Road, Burnham
Close and Clinton Close.
That estate, of course, soon merged with the
new Woodlands Estate (Northwood Avenue,
Southwood Avenue, etc), between Inkerman
Road and the Lower Guildford Road, which in
turn linked up across Hermitage Road with the
new Hermitage Woods Estate developed by A &
J Waite & Co Ltd, of New Malden.
Like the Inkerman Wood Estate, Wait’s too
favoured ‘wooden’ names for their roads,
although at one stage Woking Urban District
Council were looking to give at least one of the
roads a historical connection with the estate’s
past, when they suggested ‘Percival Road’ after the family that last lived in the Hermitage
House before its demolition in the 1930’s.
Sadly, despite being advised by the council the
reason for the name, the residents of the road
formed a petition against it, and in December
1958 the council agreed to the alternative
name of Hermitage Woods Crescent.
Lower down Hermitage Hill in the early 1960’s
the ‘Temple Bar Estate’ of Lansdown Close was
built, whilst on the other side of St Johns new
developments were replacing the large houses
and gardens off St Johns Road and St Johns Hill
Road.
The suggested name, Percival Road, was not liked by the
residents, despite its historical connection with the old
Hermitage House, and was changed in December 1958 to
Hermitage Woods Crescent.

The 1960’s would see vast amounts of new
houses being built all over the district and
Woking would never be the same again!

The development of the Woodlands Estate turned
the former dirt-track of Inkerman Road into a
quagmire whilst development was taking place.

THE HERMITAGE WOODS ESTATE
FROM A CONTEMPORY BROCHURE PRODUCED BY A J WAIT & Co Ltd

