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“NEWS - AND ‘MAIL’ SUPPLEMENT

FOUNDED -IN .1899 BY FARSEEING MEN OF WOKING
: »NOW THE LARGEST RETAIL BUSINESS IN WOKING
~OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY RESIDENTS OF WOKING AND DISTRICT

i IN 55 YEARS WE HAVE

Sold goods worth - - - - £9,397,300
Returned in Dividends on Purchases - £392,410

and are still growing

The Dividend on Purchases in 1954 is - £13,464
SHOP AT THE CO-OP—IT PAYS

Woking Co-operative Society Ltd.

At the corner of PERCY STREET and CHURCH STREET, WOKING
AND THERE'S A BRANCH NEAR YOUR HOME

@snm& DISTRIC

TRACTION C©Q LTo

offer the largest and most up-to-date fleet of coaches for PRIVATE HIRE
(32, 38 or 4l-seaters)

PARTIES, LARGE OR SMALL, AT
ANY TIME TO ANY DESTINATION

. Your enquiries to the Company’s Garage at GOLDSWORTH ROAD, WOKING
. (Telephone : Woking 619)
will receive our prompt attention

“IT’S FAR BETTER . . . BY TRACTION”




IXTY years ago this week—on October 19th, 1894

the first issue of ‘The Woking News” was published;

+; and; as the period covered by the:publication of ‘the -

leading local paper corresponds” with that of: the history

of Woking as.we know it, we have ‘attempted  to present
in the following pages ‘a record of local progress. .

‘ The Woking News* wasfirst published by Mr.-Moore
at. our- present offices at 52, Chertsey: Road, and was a
«development of. 'a monthly news magazine . with: a
‘gratuitous: circulation of 1,000 copies: The “News” after-
wards passed into the hands of the present proprietors, the
‘Woodbridge -Press, ‘Ltd,, who had )
already -acquired fThe Woking Mail *
from Messrs. Chandler and Evans; and
the two papers were merged under the

. present title, ’ : .

From that time the “News:and
‘Mail’ has advanced steadily, keeping
abreast of local newspaper trends to,
-build itself an unassailable reputation
as the leading weekly publication - in
Woking and district with a circulation

" that 'now exceeds 11,000.
- Our object, as set forth. in the: first
leading article of the ¢ Woking News,”
was “to. give news, to supply informa-
‘tion, 'to keep our readers well posted
up in' all matters. connected with the
district, and to afford space’ for the
ventilation of ‘matters  concerning any-
thing of local interest.’

‘This duty. we have endeavoured
faithfully to discharge week by week,
through the whole 60 years, all the
while though keeping up - with the
«<changing public taste, such as when in
1950 we put news on the front page for the first time.

“From the:start we have maintained an attitude of com--

plete independence in all matters political, a3 it-is.only

.. S0 that we believe ‘that the best interests of the public
~can be-served. :

These then-are. the: principles.that ‘have brought us so
successfully ‘to our, ‘Diamond Jubilee, and it will ‘be"our
earnest endeavour.in the future to merit.a continuance: of
the -confidence and goodwill ‘of the public-and’ to main-
tain the high traditions' we have established..

And the * Woking News and Mail* has grown up step
by step through the 60 years-with the town itself, because .

. Woking became self-governing in 1893, the year before the
first. < Woking News > appéared; - ’

The' break  from the old Guildford Rural Sanitary -

. Authority came in'1893 with;the formation in'1893 6f the
Local Board ‘with theilate:Mr.'W. H. ‘Corrie, J.P., a8 chait-
wman. - In 1895 the duties «6f/the- Loeal Board were trans-*

MR. G, F. WERMIG, : -
-First Chairman of Woking U.D.C, :

‘ferfed to the Urban. District‘Council under the Local.

Government -(District: Councils) Act, 1894, and -so it has-
remained until this day, despite the efforts to gain borough:
status. for the town, st . L
Throughout. its long service the ¢News and Mail> has
ejoyed the confidence of: the “public: men “and: women
whose labours have created the thriving and  prosperous:
Woking of to-day. Of the chairmen of the Council, Mr:
A. H. Godfrey was outstanding, giving six years of service”
during: the difficult period of “the first world - -war, Mr.
Conrad Samuel  will ' be remembered for .the Woking
. Swimming.Pool, and Mr, A. D.:Camp-
bell worked: ‘hard, though unsuc-
cessfully, for incorporation. - Although
never chaijrman, Mr, I. S. Dalgleish; the
present - ¢ father” of -the Council, has
since 1927 been its’ most ‘outstanding. *
servant, . S
In church and religious life the towh .
has been - fortunate. With: gratitude
" the services of the Rev. W. F. T.
Hamilton,  Canon E. R. P, Devereux
and-Canon J. Clifford Banham in"con-
nection with Christ Church we remem- -
ber. . For -Methodism the Rev. G.
King Pryor was an outstanding builder,
»~and” for the Baptisis the Rev. F.
Middleton Price did great work. ~ Of
«“laymen, the genetosity of Mr, ‘G.
~ Unwin* (Congregationalists), - Mr. F.
Derry (Methodists) and Mr: H. O. Ser-
pell. (Baptists) will be remembered,
Mr. W. R. Skeet’s.initiative in pro-’
viding - ‘grammar . schools for Woking "
must be recorded. The town has been.
; fortunate in its’ headmasters, and we’
recall such names as Messrs. L..J. Plymen (Maybury), E.
Saunders. (Maybury), . A.:R. J.. Broderick (Goldsworth),
H. O. M. Herbert (St. John’s and Knaphill); F. F. Marsh
(Monument ‘Hill), Joshua Holden (Woking Boys’ Gram-
mar School); Miss K. E. Maris (Woking Girls’ Grammar
School), Messrs, G.' S, Hurnphreys (Woking Boys’ Gram- .
mar School); A. E. Cooper . (Kingfield) and 'W.. H. Gower
(Monument Hill). -, - QAT :

It is by those who give of the best'of their talents with-
out thought of reward that, a “townis.developed. The
example-of the:past must be carried on if Woking is to
fulfil its true destiny of a happy and contented:town en-. -
visaged to: provide homes. for 75,000 people in another 20::
years”. time- if: -the - Surrey: - Development -plan’- iatures,:-
The * News.and Mail > in.the yeats to cotie hopés té make .
its, contribution in:recording faithfully and. impartially the . *
succeeding stages. in this"great enterprise. S
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1s estlmated at-52,780.

1,782, but by thxs time Horse]l’

to'be-added to make 24,808, - -
affer the-addition’ of the Byfleets and
velopment of Sheerwater; the population

GROWTH THROUGH THE YEARS,

~ Year.- - -“Houses:" Population.
1891 1,584 19,776

1901 -2,807 16,222
1911 4,072 24,808

21921 5,078 26,430
1931 6.853 29,950
1941 10,743 47,770
1951 11,949 49,310
1953 14325 7 52,780

The rateable value of ‘Woking in 1893 was
£62,100, with 2,370 rateable hereditaments. By
1914°it. was £175,750, with 5,000." This year’s
figures “are £535000 and. 14,325 - inhabited
houses, which does not include shops. A penny
raté produced £270 at the start Now it pro-
duces £2,162. Lo

‘The hialf-yearly rates in 1894 started at-the. .
modest figure of 1s. in the £ for-the Station

Ward and 7d. in the £ for the rest of the district, thh a-

highway rate of 5d. in the £ over the whole district.:

With the need for sewers and  lighting the general rate

rose; to. 2s:. 6d. and the ‘highway rate to 1s; 1d. in the next

few years. -But by 1912 the general fate bad been reduced.

to1s. 10d. _Now it is 9s. 5d. for the half-year.

Graiit of Arms and the Council’s Badge and Chairmaf’s !
- Chain of ‘Office were presented by Mr. H. O. Serpell, J.P.,
' former High Sheriff of Surrey in 1930, At a’ceremony in

the Council Offices on October 25th, Mr. Henry. Quarter-

"-maing (Chairman of -the. Council) was robed and invested

with' the "Chain of Office-by Mr, Serpell. .
The Chain consisted of: 26 shields, 22 inscribed with the

: names and years of office of the chairmen from:the time
the Urban:District was created, and supported the gold and -

enamel “pendant embodying the Arms of ‘the town. I
was - completed with a medallion at the back: reoordmg the

L donor s name. sand date of presentatmn

Ketﬂewel Hill; - Horsell, 'loo

**" baret which resmczed the raudway was removéd.

g towards Woking, before -the’ hug‘

 October 22,1954 -

Chertszy Road Bndge before it was rebuilt in 1923

The chosen Coat of Arms——Quarterly Ot and Gules 2

‘Cross Flory. betsween in the 1st and 4th Quarters.a Fleur-

de-Lys.and in the 2nd and 3rd Quarters ‘a,Fref all counter-
changedi<has these origing: . The Cross - ascribed to

Edward the Confessor; the Fleur-de-Lys taken from ‘the

Arms of the Beauforts; the Frets form part of the Arms
of the Despenser family: the colours (gold and scarlet) are
those .of the Bassets.

Proposals that Wokirg: should apply for a Chartér of
Incorporation as a Borough were made in 1933, the year -
of the Surrey Review Order, under which thie Byfieets and

Pyrford were joined to Woking. The Rt. Hon. J.: Chuter- 2

Ede' (then - Chairman, . Surrey County Council) publicly
urged Woking -to, apply for borough status. Two years

. later Woking Council sent a petition to-the Privy ‘Council;
the usual public’ mqm:y took place and some opposmon :

was. put.up.
" A counter petmon ‘was orgamsed by the Woking Rate-
- payers’ Association, and the Privy Council de-
cided that consideration should be deferred for
at'Teast five years. By the end of that period
we were at war, and it was not until three years
ago that the Privy ‘Council -announced they
were again in a.position to receive petitions for
- :Jncorporation’ Charters, -
- Woking Council went ahead again at the end
..of 1951 They again met some opposition, but in,
‘Makch, 1952, the decision was taken to petitxon
the Privy Council; with one member abstaining.
' A counter petition was ‘organised, and . easly
last year the Council decided to defer formal
.approval of - their draft ‘petition until -the re~

- Minister-of Local Government: ‘The Council
. fe-warding plan;allows for. fewer Wards and 27
i Councillors mstead of . 30

warding of the district: was approved by-the -




was onglnally known, or The Rec as 1t is stlll referréd ‘to
- by many old timers; Jirst found  recognition in the bye-
faws of ‘the ‘Cotinil in January, “1906. Bul m the' early

“he was elevated to the peerage and becamie Lord Mancroft.”

Wokmg Swzmmtng Poal

Not until aftet the first World ‘War did" the Park  start
to' take its now familiar shape, embracing - tree, lined
avenues, terraced walks and gardens, tennis coutts, orna-
rieptal pond, putting green, bowling green and children’s
playground. The enterprise was undertaken by:the Council
to. relieve tmemployment. The design ‘and- lay-out were
largely the work of Mr. G..J.-Wooldridge. !

At'is-impossible to see the Park without secing’ the, Swun- :
ming:Pool, just’ as it"is impossible ‘to delve-into-the, his-
tory-of the town without coming up: against the controversy

ew up polmcally, for in that ycar it
At Parliamentary Division; Mr:
becomlng Wokmg s first

wo years later Mr. Combe

resigned, and the seat was won in 1897. by Mr. H. C...°

Lelgh -Bennstt (Conservative), who sat ‘until his death, be"

ing followed in 1903 by Mr. J.-A. Fyler (Conservative). .

Aftet only -just aver a year' Mt., Fyler resigned, and. in =

the by-election on June 6th, 1904, Lord Bingham (Con-
setvative) won. the seat. -.In the 1906 General Election: the

‘Chertsey ‘Division followed  the ‘country’ in ‘the Liberal
“landslide > ‘and' "Mr. F.'J. Marnham (leeral) unseated\

Lord Bingham.

Mr. ‘Marnham  did not seek re-elecnon i 1910, and ‘

once ‘more the Division - turned “to- the Conservatlves the
elected Member being' Mr. :D. Macmaster, K.C,
‘Then in 1918 Woking came into. the Farnham: Di 3
and the: Membei was-Mr. A. M. Samiel (Conservative),
later Sir Arthur Michael Samuel, who-satuntil 1937, when

M. Godfrey Nicholson (Conservative), who still sifs for
the Farnham Division, became the next Member for- the

Division. ~ Then came the formation of the Woking Divi-"
sion, -and Mr. Harold Watkinson was .the first Member -
for the Division, and he:sucgessfully held the seat in'the

General Election of October, 1951.

\

that ‘surrounded the" Pool ‘before it was ‘constructed in |-

. 1935 at.a cost -of £21,600.

The development of the ngﬁeld s1de of the Park, of |
which the' Pool is the chief - feature, fell largely to the
superyision ‘of Mr, G..F. Hawkins, who had by that time
become surveyor. - But.eompletion ~did* not “take place 4
until after the second World Wat, when the area between £

the Pool and: Kingfield gates was built up. |
“¥+Now, andfor midny ears, the Park has been in the ..
skilful care of Mr: C. R. Newstead (park supermtendent) _i
: . /i
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- Meeting Spiritual Ni
. RESPONDING to the' spirital - needs ‘of the rapidly
expanding district, the Church. of England- established
ten places: of ' worship: and fellowship in the town -area
within: the" first’ 20 years of 1894, ‘the year in which the
town parish of Christ Church:came into being. - . - *
Rapid growth of the- district-had made necessary ‘the.
separation of ‘St. John’s- and - Christ- Church from Woking
parish (St. Peter’s, Old. Woking) in 1884, and St. John’s
* had become a parish in that year. ’ : =
Christ Church was consecrated: in' 1893 (although ser-~
vices ‘had been held in a temporary iron “structure from. ..
1877,-.and_before that :in a ‘back room ‘of a’shop it
‘Chertsey - Road), and in"the following year the -chancé]
was added to the nave and a new parish formed: - Tts
population was about 4,000. St. Paul’s Church was built
at‘Maybury as a chapel-of-ease to' Christ Church in. 1895;
both, ‘Christ Church’ Hall and’ the -original Vicarage in
. Ouslow Crescent were erected in 1898. o
In 1906 the foundation stones of Walton Road Mission
all:andSt: Mary 6f Bethany Chiurch were laid, the latter
of Rev, W. F. T. Hamilton; ‘who built it in memory
wife. - Christ 'Church ‘was . completediii 1908; -and:
: ar St.-Mary’s was_dedicatéd” and- opened:
as'a chapel-of-ease. The Ellen ‘Street “Iron Rooth, re-~
.~linquished by the S.A., was acquited in-1910. - St. Mary’s
"Ch;.irch Hall, Kingsway, was opened’ as a mission hall in
1911, K
During these years the daughter ‘chuirches of St. John's.
~-Holy: Trinity, Knaphill, and’St. ‘Saviour’s;” Brookwood,
and -the Saunders Lane Mission Hall — were " opened,
whilst, in the parish. of Horsell, the St. Thomas’ Mission.
Hall was opened at ‘Littlewick, and plans prepared for St:
Andrew’s at”the Viggory. ' s
It 'was in 1894 that the Bishop of Winchester openeid
All Saints’ Church, ‘Woodham, -and- eight years. later it
was. consecrated as a parish church by the Archbishop ot
Canterbury. : 2 .

Woking  Parish Church - (St; Peter’s):

= Christ " Church, Wolkirg. - -

" METHODISM STRONG 2
- Methodism, -the strongest " stream . of - nonconformity:
- here, had g Iéad on'the Established Church, for Woking:
became.a Circuit-in 1877, but it must be traced- through
two channels’ until 1932. :
.. The "Wesleyan Movement erected the first place of woi-
ship-in modern Woking, a. school chapel'in' Chapel Street,
Built in: 1872, it'is now the headquarters of the 4th Wok«
.ing (Christ. Church) ‘Scout Group. A _larger. church was.
erected in 1884, and is now the Public Library,” In’ 1893
new-Sunday - School. buildings were erected and a ‘Manse
‘built: . The church, however, $oon ‘demanded moré accomis
“modation; - and ‘in 1905 the: present Trinity Meéthodist
Church, “with. its ‘schoolrooms, was. opened; having been:
“-builtiat-a-cost of nearly<£8,000. - In ‘the early” 20th ‘cens:
- tury. there syere 'village  stations -at Knaphill, 'St John’s,
TR

%)}ey, ‘Byfleet. and"West End. John Wesley had travel

' through’  Ripley ;to. Guildford and,’ Godalming, +-afd
preachers from Guildford brought Methedism to this part:

kHér‘.vekll Parish. Churdh of Surrey. o
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‘" The. interest they stimulatedat Knaphill saw fruit. in
1866 with the ‘erection .of a Wesleyan Church, which
rved the Methodists of that and nearby villages until
1935 when it was demolished to make way:for-the
- sent Knaphill Methodist Church.:In 186 i
Ripley was opened, and, si
hurch: at -Byfleet. was - started.
‘The first Woking Circuit incJud ‘Cobham’

tiead Churches, -but-in- 1902 ‘these: were. sepatated.

.-, the fiext 27 years' Woking remained a ‘single station, but
" in 1931, during the ministry -of the Rev. Ji ], Johnston,”
“. Woking Circuit undertook - the responsibilities .of a'second.
- ‘minister- with ' &' view to further .developments.-

hln I119%1881?1‘%01]{{,c‘g):mrchhat Byﬁee’ilvvyaﬁ1 sold and-a: new:
churc] uilt, but’ the mewchutch ‘was not eom-. . 3 ’ ity 2 ‘s
pleted until 1939, By that time the Trust. property of , Triity Methodist. Chisrgh.
. “Woking Circuit - consisted of “three 'modern ' groups of ;
: church - buildings*~Woking, Knaphill and’ Byfleet —.and
two smaller churches at Ripley. and ' Walton; as well as
< fwo. Manses. .. : : e SO
- ‘Here must be mentioned the Primitive Methodist Church.
Formed locally.in.the early ’sixties at College: Road, May~
* bury,. the :movement set up: a :trust-in 1898 which put ' N
-up. the Walton Road Methodist' Church as-a school ‘hall,
“intending to- build a church in front'of it. ...

Since the swar the principal development-has been-the

~ “sale of this building, the proceeds.being made a-contribu-
. tion to"the new Sheerwater -Methodist Church, the. first

section of which was opened last month.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH STARTED IN 1899

There was no Congregational - Church' in - Woking in .
1894. -~ At that time Congregationalists attended  the
“‘otiginal ‘Baptist. Church- in Goldsworth: Road, known as
the Baptist Congregational Church.- But in- 1899 the Con-
“gregational Church body was formed locally and services
were held in' the Onslow. Hall.~ Largely through:Mr.
George. Unwin . the. Congregational Church, - York -Road, -
‘became their home in 1901." “The lecture hall, built then,." -
. has served for services and meetings ever since.” This year
plans. were approved for enlarging the- original building.
and- erecting a permanent hall onthe west side. g
) O . ;

kaing Ba‘ ist. Church.

3 BAPTISTS PROGRESSIVE " | ;

In-the-early days of Woking Baptists they shared- their.- -

church in’ Goldsworth ‘Road with  the, Congregationalists. . -

It was stove heated,.:a constant source - of ‘trouble: -In

1907 hot water ‘'heating was introducéd-and no- longer

did the congregation go to services in the .winter with the

knowledge they might very well have to worship in the :

cold: 'A pastor’s vestry .was erected at the: same- ti § e

i A, T, Stanton was:; thei: pastor. During* the 5o

£ - “W: H. Tebbit, which started:in 1911,

2 new ‘organ: Was'installed. ' The’many worshippers from

“outlying villages were provided with: a cy¢le shed.

(Contiriued ‘on’ page’16)’

i i
-Congregational Chirch.
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wCHOOLS it Woking, nymbered. fivé, 'with 1,718 pupils
~in 1894.. But within .20 years the-schools'had doubled
Heir” number, ‘with ‘3,890, children on ' the: roll and”a” §taft
-of 92 teachers.. ‘Further, there were 784 students on rolls
of evening: schools.. Sixty years ago -the  controllifig
authority ‘was* the School %oard ‘of seven: miembers, with:
corsiderable powers. . These were swept away by the Act
0£:1902, -Surrey. County Couricil became the authority and
~the- work was:split up between three local. commitfess—

School: Managers, School ' Attendance Commmittee, and

Building ‘Advisory Comniittee; However;, this arrange-

step ‘was taken in 1912 by the formation of the Woking,
Education. -Committee,” a” body of 25. members, which,

had large powers over all grades of education in- Woking;!

This was a ‘unique -arrangement, not only” in” Surtey but:

in’ all -England.

. system -6f County- Divisional’, Executives  in: 1947
o5 The
S0 The'd

modern schools ‘to” replace " senjor. schools meant -4 great-
dedl of ‘feorganisation. . Woking; fortunately, had -z good
basis to ‘work  on, the area ‘having previcusly been ‘Te-
“organised. - el C e e
The" raising of .the 'school Teaving age 1o <15 and the-

rapid “increasé - of population . brought -in its wake big-
problems for- the . newly-established - North-West - Surrey
+“Divisional: Executive'.centred on. Woking, which had Mr:
~- W. Davies s, its first Chairman, and has-since. been ably

) Woodlqrjzdg’bounty Primary,

_INEWS AND MA

ment. met-with little success in Woking. ~ An important

subject to-the sanction'gr veto of the County Committee, .

It -continued ‘until- replaced. . with- ‘the

‘Education: Act of 1944 has had far reaching-effects)"
“hedivision -of pupils-into- primary and seconBary at the i
age of 11 plus; followed:by- the establishimént of secondary’

in Education

-led by ‘M. H. O, M, i-'ierbert,y ‘a’ former. headmaster of <

Knafihill'Cbunty Secondary School, : :

* . Since the; 193945 war six schools have: been built, and:
many extensions;. permanent. and temporary, have been . -
carned out within'the * News ‘and Mail >’ ared. - Four of 7"
these are at Sheerwater, and other réw schools are Byfleet. - .
County Primary and Fullbrook County Secondaty: The ..

fact that houses on' the'Sheerwater Hstate were' comipleted.

some months - ahead: pf schools created: difficulties’ and:
improvisation on a large scale was necessary. S
. Woking Boys" Grammar School was built it 1914 as a
‘secondary school-for 200. boys and a- Technical. Institute .-
for'a simila¢ number. . To-ddy its pupils number 506,
“The high'standard of scholarship achieved in this school
=school activities has.meant much to-
the leading personalities of the town:
fide 107 the character-forming - years.

¢r, after
astart is"fo ‘be made on’ the permanent  building ;
time now. at Old ‘Woking Road; Maybury. ' "The schoq :
has triumphed over adverse environment.in a remarkable:
manner; R [ ’ : i
Medical -‘care. ofschool children ‘found - high priority -
with the Woking Education Committes. -Without waiting ..
for the county scheme; they formed" 4 voluntary - associa- -
tion in-1913 which secured treatment for 334 children ims
the first 18 ‘months.” : :




) lic iServ1ces
and

‘WOKING and sttnct Water Comipany . was . incor-
‘porated by Act of Parliament as Woking Water :and
" Gas'Company in 1881, and was know; ‘pame unti
+".ichanged by Ministerial ‘order -in’19
" .supply. gas were never ' used and th
. m ithe carly days,
- Water is-supplied to the Uxba,n stmc: of §
cludmg Byfleet), Pirbright,Bisley,
. :dons, the Horsleys; Ockham,
area of about. 63:8q il
The - origi al ‘works - were sxted at- Clandon, whcre a
adits“and -boreholes -was sunk in’ the .chalk
eservoir- constructed. Addjtionis were: made. later.
ew- years- works ‘were. started “at Horsley: - At
sumping: stations - there have been alterations. in
ent years, and they now contain ‘modern pumping plant
apable of dealmg w1th the full yield of water from these
‘sourees.
- -However, the main source of supply ‘has long been at
{Chertsey. .- Owing. to.the increasing ‘demand- for water,
“.and the limited yield of ‘the chalk wells, Parliamentary
wers were granted for the construction’of works along-

ley, Wisley, Send—-—an

:is abstracted. from - gravel beds, and there is now modern
tapid gravity filtration plant.

With the outbreak of war in 1939 and the influx of

cmhan and military  population, the demand .for water

&~ ‘rose to such an extent: that additional pumping work at

Chertsey, became’ urgent. = The machinery “then 'installed

it sufficed to. meet the meeds. of Woking at. war.

‘Butwith-peace the demand.continued o rise; - There
were'the housing  schemes not"only:of:
“put of the L.C.C., and Guildford Rural: District' Councik.

- .In 1950 the Board of .the Company decided  on’ further -

deVelopment which took the shape of ‘new works opened

Hons. 2 day has. been installed, . Now 4. programme.of
. m ing is"in’ progress to euable fuller:use +to be
made of the water-available. -~
- An. average’ daily supply: of approxm]ately 2500 000
gallons -is ‘made :throughout ;the" area, but'in’ summerit
.. soften reaches 3,500,000. - This goes to-an estimated: popu-
' Jation. of 80 OOO—upwards of 30°gallons per head.
Tnquality - the “water is:.of the highest bacteriolo;

standard On: no, ocedsion’ in  the “history of ‘the Com: :
- pany-has. a singlé local authority found an unsatisfactory - . 1
- 'sample -in. the" course . of - frequent . examinations, . It . is

) iertunatejn the ‘purity of the:taw . water obtained, . Not
withstanding “this it. treats the water -with- rap1d grav1ty

ti llowed by chlorination. . s

" infthe fact that-rates and chafge

fising  costs in’ wages and: matenals
believed to be unique.

The: achmvement s

| ‘NEWS AND MarL SUPPLEMENT '

Worplesdon, the Clan- )

¢ the Thames:between: Laleham ‘and -Chertsey in “1899.
Since'then many extensions. have been carried out. Water.

had a capacity:in excess of the requirements of the hour, )

oking “Council -

ast year. - Plant capable -of pumping five-to six million -

not been mcfeased sin¢e: the: 1914-18 ‘war despite steeply :

~Water, Electrlclty
Gas

¥

16 ﬁrst mstalment of pubhc street hghtmg 8
1y ity was ,geneiated by a firm known
b]

; district.'to be hghted was
‘Maybury Road towards aybury Hill.with a’ double lamp
in-front.of ‘Ashby’s (now Bar¢lays): BXnk and one-at-the. -
junction -of’ Guildford Road, Goldswonh Road and High -
Street, near Victoria Arch; .

Private’ cotisumeérs. in those days had o keep a’ storg of,
;audles on-hand- because of - the frequcncy of the currem
using

Between the wars street’ llghtmg tumed oyer to gas “and
then back to-electricity. -
Both: gas and-electricity undertaklngs, in common with

. others- throughout ‘the country, were -nationalised by “the

Labour: Government-of .1945-30, - The Wokmg electricity
area extends. as far as Shepperton, and with:the rapid
*-growth of: building in the area a million pounds moderm— -
sation scheme is shoxﬂy to be embarked upon. ;

2K Rad:o
Telews:on

“and o

G Elet't‘ribbi_[ Specialist

E

' Establishsd in Wo'king‘ T o
over-50-years: 7

Telephone 1687

hen' works on ' the - :




emorate’Queen Victor
ptember 1899

King Maternity Hom was. spo 7
f s -thc Wokmg Health"Society.

bedsis no. longer adcquate for -a Hospital
espec'a]ly with the mponance now placed on - an
TVisio ; ) :




tional* sport but with: ‘one standing. ‘ywhmh only thre
to the 193945 war, tHese men were pro-' It was Woking’s ma
Club. . The. exception was, of " in: winning:their. way -
6 ‘the F.

3 pmfessmnal cricketers in 1938
post-war _years that the;
lec, asa Tegt cncketer‘ earni

: 7
e knownall: .over ‘the’ ‘country:.

ER INTERNA’I‘IONALS CERET e WD JavIeR:
clish Amateur Intefnational caps were won. by BJH. m ol gnesv%gﬁts Eg:fs'g‘;rts s]elggta
it A HL Bell, R. J. Thorne Thorie, W. J. Price, W. (‘vDad :) ‘Saunders G office for 20-ye:
; Cartlidge. and C.. Mortimore, and T. M. * Clark; andC.* Jarman_and. $
for Scotlanc intott also played,.
ionals m(i)f 1907-08.

players wh :
mtott (QPR “Bradford -
ice (Fu]ham), H. May (Ci PRI S
, Norwich Clty and A ¢ bbs - L For. nearly 60

R I Ful-. - | —thro fair win

- foul — the _na

ke ‘(Crystal Palace, - Fu
(West C}]I:un an

Woking, who have always been
ed on the ' Wheatsheaf Common, an
“hobham, Road and: Woodham Roa d




October 225 1954

Armistrongs “play in - litan
e Brookwood: Hospital, Rlpley Village, ‘By-
‘West Byﬂeet have teams in the Surrey Inter-

gue;
thete. is the highly ‘successful ' Woking and Dlstnct

Th

ing ‘held-inthe. Comrades Club in the Broadway, Mr. 1.
Steer becoming the first chairman and Mr.  A: Horwood
- {now.p esident), the first hon. secretary. There’ were 12
- teams in one division, a second division being formed the
! following.: season.” - The League has now “grown ‘{0 five
“divisions, with ‘33 clubs entering 48 teams. The high re-

= well” outside “the bounds of . the Urban District,

sports; while the inidoor sports. have “a large following.
- Partlcularly strong-are darts, in various: leagues, and table
* tennis, . In ‘the latter, teams are ‘gathered ‘into “five divi-

v “sions in: “the - Byfleet and District League; Whlch: was'

formed. in’ 1948  with twelve' téams in'a’sing
“Between the wars there was, a small- Woking

always. maintained great: popularity: Nearly every: leading
dndustrial ‘concern and many-business premises run teams
vamong: their employes; and then there are the village sides.
“One of the strongest cricket teams in the: 1ocahty is'Horsell,
“forwhom! the ‘Bedsers played before. joining: Surrey, .and

: who regularly entertain county players in beneﬁt matches. -

"Byt time came when a new church and rooms were
) needed and. in 1924 ‘the present church in Percy Street
was started. . -

Tt says' much for the enterprise of the Wokmg Baptists
that within five years of its ‘completion & new: church at
Kingfield was started .and has ]USt celebrated its' silver
Jubllee .

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Raily in’ the 1939-45 war a Presbyterlan congregation

b was ‘founded: in Woking by the  Rev. G. M. Nicol,-and~

services. were held in -the YMCA., Bath' Road, for
séveral years. Then in 1951 work was: “started - on a
‘Woking Presbyterian Church—St. Andréw’s—-on a site at

“the corner- of White Rose Lane and-Heathside Road. It.

i§ in'replacement of a Lambeth church destroyed by enemy

dction; which was not rebuilt upen the original site be-

~. - cause it- was seen that the congreganon was movmg to-
- “wards the ‘southern: counties.

"St, Andrew's was opened and dedicated in’ February,

1952; and draws its congregation from as-far as Guildford,
: Godalmxng, East and West Horsley‘

ROMAN CATHOLICS
Adherents ‘o the Church-of Rome: worshipped-in-a cor-:
mgated*aron ‘building -in, Percy -Street 30 years -ago.:
- Dunstan’s*R.C::Church, White Rose Lane, was started in
1925 largelyydue ¢ enterprise-of one man, Father H. E:
Plumm h riest from 1923 until last year.

tie; which provides sport for hundreds every Saturday:.
\afternoon. The League was formed in 1919/20 at a meet-

putation gained by the League has attracted clubs from -

- ‘Naturally; there is the usual support for other outdoor:

i Although not highly organised- into competitions”as: ns'
 ootball, the summer sports of cricket and bowls have
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A Town of 7

To the future Under ‘thie Surrey Development Plan
Woking will keep:its’ residential character, but its pop! ula-

uén will rise from the present 52,780 to. 75,000 by 1971 L

The expansion:of a town to- 1} times its size cannot be
accomplished 'without some changes in physical aud social
characteristics.” But ‘much “of “Woking’s attraction “has
always lain in its ‘naturdl background of commons, wood-
lands, trees and nurseries.
new public open spaces -are planned.

However, details of ‘the Woking of 1971 ‘are by 1no
means *settled; for the Plan is at ' this very. time under-
going ‘rigorous -examination at a public 1nqmry already
months old and, in any case, the Plan merely ‘ suggests
how development may proceed- when conditions. are-
favourable.’

Clearly, to cater for the additional population will mean '

expanding the town cenfre, and some rebulldmg will not
only. be- ingvitable .but s desirable.
serve the best of the old buildings and secure good designs

~in the new, to over me ‘traffic congesuon by widening

1 o

kmd “will- be ‘enicouraged - on sites “allocated for. the pur—

- pose:: In-this respect Mr: Harold Watkinson, Wokmgs
M.P., who ‘is Parhamentary Secretary to. the ‘Minister of

Labout 1is'not-only giving close attention, but has secured
promises of new light industry. The introduction of the
large 'L.C.C: estate at-Sheerwater- and the plans for the
development-of the ‘West Byfleet ‘Golf Course to provide
homes “ for. the- overspill of ‘certain_Surrey- Metropolitan

Boroughs. make it: imperative that local industry: should °

beavailable. By virtue-of its excellent train service. to

London; Woking will always-be, in .a messure, &’ dormi- ~
tory town, but the tendency will be to. make’ greater pro-

v1s10n locally.

“To-day Woking ‘has an' excellent framework by its
numerous cuItural artistic and sporting. societies to pro- -

vide'the media for a bappy social life. Professional enter-
tainment is provided by-its:excellent cinemas. On the

artistic side there is the Woking Art Society, a progressive-

body:of long standing that is ever ready to. welcome new.
artists, ‘the Woking Choral Society, whose continuity ex-
tends,almost over the 60 years covered by this supplement,
the Wokmg Orchestral Society and numerous - dramatic
societies. For many years the W.E.A. have arranged winter
_courses ‘to 'meet local needs.. Amatéur dramatics have
‘flourished ‘in_the town.  There are something llke six or
seven catering for different sections. -~

One of the;problems of Woking socially is the kmttmg
together ‘of the ‘inhabitants in this very large urban-area,
which contains no fewer than five railway. stations, A new
re-wa,rdmg scheme: will be. infroduced next year; thus pro-

viding:the town with nine wards, each electing three coun- -
- cillors.:
will not. be established - until a' Charter ‘of Incorporation .
making Woking :a borough is granted. .While. the town.

Many residents; however, feel that complete unity

served by~ chairmen -of : the -Council;.

has been excellently:
prestige and the .com-

the leadershlp of :a- Mayor adds

- munity spirit provided' by borough status would be to the.: . .iu

advancement of the area.

;OOO Envisaged

These will ot be lost; ,m fact . -

The aim is to pre- ~
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. .. and we will be sixty
next year !

FURNITURE
We hold large stocks of Bedroom 3 .
and Dining room. suites. There To the ¢ Woking News & Mail’ go our
is upholstered furniture to meet : .
cvery mneed, covered in many congratulations  and very best wishes for
different colours, materials and the future.
patterns.
e e o — At the Woking branch of John Perring Ltd.
BEDDING we also-are proud of the traditions behind

our firm. Next year, this family business
will announce its 60th Anniversary. And,
although we at Woking have been estab-
lished just 24 years, the traditional good
value and helpful service is always here.

The ' Furnishing House of John
Perring has specialised in bedding
Jor over fifty years. and is proud
to offer the leading makes of British
Bedding.

CARPETS & LINOLEUM
We carry large stocks of
Carpets and Floor Cover-
ings for every purpose. A
wonderful selection of Car-
pet squares—body carpet
in every width, colour and
pattern, and Linolewm of

all qualities.

Come in and look around our departments.

JOHN PERRING

29-31, Goldsworth Road, WOKING
Phone—Woking 149
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