Chertsey Road Shops

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print w/fe 1st April, 2011)

Last month we looked at some of the butcher’s
shops that used to be in Chertsey Road, Woking,
Inthose days Chertsey Road was reala
‘shopping’ street with household names such as
Freeman, Hardy & Willis™ shoe shop, Timothy
White’s the chemist and Woolworth's 3d & 6d
stores. Al have now gone, of course, and
although the road does have a few small shops
(probably more now than in recent years), the
road is now mote a place to eat and drink, than to
shop. But it was once Woking®s main shopping
centre with Zainshury’s opening in the road in
1920 and Boots, next door, only five years later.

Fortunately a mamber of the old original Victorian
buildings still survive, with the first part of the
road being a ‘Conservation Area’” protected by
Woking Couneil (like the High Street and The
Broadway) from in-appropriate development (if

Freemans and Boots were still in the road in the
19607z when Fohinson’s rebuilt their Department
Store (where McDonalds is today).

It is not known when

(ot why) this
photograph of
Button’s was taken —
if atwy readers have
atyy ideas we would
Woolworth’s (now Wetherspoon’s) uvnder be delightedto heat
constriction in the foreground framthem.
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This photograph, taken in 1939, shows the shops
ot1 the corner with Duke Street with the new

Satngbury’s moved into Chertsey Foad in 1920,
before transferring to the High Street in the mid
19307, Mext door it this picture can be seen
Boots with Freeman Hardy & Willis next door
again.

wou believe that, wow'll believe anything)! OF
course tmost of the shop fronts have changed, but
above the ground floor the elaborate Victorian
atchitectural details can still be seen.

Thete has been redevelopment in the past. One of
the first came it the 19307s when the otiginal Red
Housze Hotel, on the cotner with Chobham Foad,
was replaced by Burton’s the Tailors. After the
wat, in 1959, Woolworth’s rebuilt their shop near
the corner with Duke Street, with other small
developments soon following such as the old
Gaumont Cinema site in the early 196072 and
Robinson’s Department Btore a few years later.

The main change though catme inthe 19707
when Woking™s new town centre was built —later
nathed “Wolsey Place” and the final blow as far as
shopping was concerned probably came it the
1990°s with the Peacocks and the introduction of
Controlled Parking Zones in the town,




The Ritz

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 8th April, 2011)

The buillding of Union Cinema’s new “Ritz
Cinema’ at the junction of Church Street and
Chobham Roadin 1937,

Thiz weel’s pictires ate all of the Ritz Cinema
site (or the ABC if vour memories do not go back
that fat). It was the last of the old cinemas to
close in the town — the last films being shown
thete i Beptember 1982 — bt was also the last to
be built before the Peacock’™s complex in the eatly
1990°s.

.

The Ritz soon after opening in April 1937

There had been several cinemas in the town
before the Ritz was built in the late 19307z, but
the it was arguably the grandest of them all, with
its own testaurant and glamorous decoration. |
The official opening gala took place on the 173
April 1937 with three houts of entertainment
inchuding The Texas Rangers” and a mini-variety
bill featuring the Tnion Cinemas Ladies
Accordion Band®, amongst many other acts!

It originally seated 1,600 people, but in later years
(a8 the ABCT) the auditornam was divided into two
50 that on the last day ywou had a choice of Star
Trek — The Wiath of Khan' on screen one, ot
‘The Jecret Policeman’s Other Ball” and
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‘Mational Lampoon’s Anitnal House” on screen
tara.

The building survived a few more years ag a
bitigo hall before it was demolished to make way
for a new office block (Woking didn’t have
enowgh of those in the 1980°8), appropriately
named “Hollywood House™

It its hevday, however, the Ritz wag one of the
places to be seen in Woking, with “Theatre Teas
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They don’t make cinemas like that any more!
beitg advertised in their pre-war programmes,
costing just 6d (3p). For that the “patrons’ were
served a “dainty afternoon tea tray’ including a
pot of tea, brown & white bread and butter and a

slice of cake —1 doubt there are many cinemas
that do that nowadays.

One of the main features of the cinema was the
otgan that rose up ot of the “pits” to take centre
stage. Marey people remember it, but I cannot find
atry record of when it was removed or where it
went to. It would be a shame if it was just
scrapped.

Hext weelk I hope to look at some of the other
citiethas ity the towt, including the flee-pit”, the
“Woking Electtic Theatre” and some of the other
places in and around the town that used to show
‘movies”.
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The cinema, looking a little worse for wear, sometime before it finally cloged

in 1982,



Wolking Cinemas

(copy sent to the Woling Informer for print wie 15th April, 2011)

Last week we looked at the Ritz Cinema, onthe
cotnet of Church Street and Chobham Foad. It
wag the last of the old-style cinemas to openin
Wiooking, but there is some doubt as to where and
wheti the inhabitants of Woking first viewed a
‘moving picture” in the town.

The Waokitg Public Halls in Commetcial Road
wras probably the first place to show “moving
pictures’ it Woking,

The eatliest advetrtizement we can find comes
from March 1509, when the Woking Public Hall
in Commercial Road, announced that the “Angus
Bioscope Company” were showing a “high class
and up-to-date andtwated picture entertainment”
for three nights and one matinee only (prices from
Adto 1/ad). It is probable that films were shown
beforehand, possibly at other venues as well, but
wete just not so well advertized.

In Jatmary 1910 the “Woking Electric Empire’
advertised the “very last word in animated
pictures’ continuous from 6pmto [1pm daily
(Gpmto 10pm on Sundays). We don't know
where the ‘Empire” was (other than it was alsoin

¥

The Woking Palace
Theatre in Duke
Street soon became
kthown as the Astoria
atnd finally the Odeon.

Commercial Road), but it was not until 1912 that
Woking's first “purpose-built’ citema was
opened - the ‘Central Halls Cinema’ in Chettsey
Road. The proprietor was Herry Quartermaine, a
well-know local entreprenenr who also
apparently opened the town’s first petrol station
itn Chobham Road. The Central Halls boasted a
“sloping floor”, ‘comfortable tip-up seats” and a
“well ventilated budding”

The Electric Empire continued to adwvertise for a
year of two before it is not heard of again, but by
then another venue had opened that would
regulatly show films — the Palace Theatre in Duke
Street (later to be known as the Astoria and later
still as the Odeon).

The Central Halls
Cinema in Chettsey
Road, later renamed
the Flaza and then the
Gaumont, was
Woking's first
purpose built cinema.

The Central Halls Cinema also went through
several changes of name from the Plaza to the
Gaumont, atthough to many locals in later years it
was sitply know ag “the flee-pit”

The Gaumont closed in 1959 to be replaced by
shops. The Odeon continued on until 1975 and, as
I zaid last week, the ABC showed its last film in
19832, so that Woldng was once more without a
purpose built and permanent citema until the
Feacocks Arts Complex opened in 1993

i Y

When the ABC was demolished to make way for
Hollywood House the pit for the organ could still
cleatly be seen in the foundations of the old

Citlea.



Centre Pools

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 22nd April, 2011}
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If you go to the top of the Toys E Us cat patk (the
Woking Co-op Superstore” car park when this
photo was takety) and look down on the side of
the ramps towards the Peacocks, this is the scene
wou would have seen in the 1970°s and 80%s.

The brochure is full of

[was looking through muy archive this week for a
brochure on the Woking Centre Halls (to follow
on from my articles about Woking’s cinemas),
but ity the process came across the official
opening programme for the Woking Centre Pools,
dated 20% Ootober 1973,

interesting pictures of
the Centre Pool, such
ag thiz one of the
filtration plant where
the “water can be
completely turned
ovet it foar hours”
and the filters can be
“back washed” once
every 72 houts
(whatewver that
meatsg)!

For those relatively new to the area you might be
sutprised to discover that Woldng Park has not
always beet the site for swimming in the towt,
Originally it was (unless vou count the River Wey
and Basingstoke Canal as swimming “venues’),
when Woking™s first swimming poolwas built
there in 1910, But ity the 1970°s the Council took
the “bold” (some might say stupid) decision to
build an indoor pool it the middle of Woking
new town centre. Mot ondy that, it was built in the
middle of a roundabout and because the ground
was watetlogged (according to the brochure) the
pools were “constructed substantially above
ground’ — a decision that by the end proved to be
a disaster as the pool was constantly leaking OF

course the “waterlogged” site 19 now patt of the
ground floor of the Peacocks (Debenham’s end),
g0 hopefully any such problems have been
successfully overcome.

What couldn’t be successfully solved in the 707s
ot evers 8075 was the access to the site. The
opening programime stated that ‘in spite of the
high cost of land it was decided to site the indoor
pools in the Town Centre because of the ease of
access by s and train; because of the proximity
of car parking provision and because many
people like to combine a swim with the Saturday
shopping expedition”.

I'm not 5o certain that the last statement was trae
then (I'm sute it is less so now), but the first two
were quite correct — the problem was that once
ywou got innto the town centre by bus, train or car,
vou couldn’t then, as a pedestrian easily get to
the pool it the middle of a busy roundabout ot a
duel carriageway (Victoria Way)l

By the end of the 19807z it was clear the site was
not ideal and in 1989 the Pool in the Park was
built replacing the old outdoor Lido that had onee
been on that site. The leaking Centre Pool was
demolished to make way for the Peacocks — one
council “folly” that has been lost, but not
forgottetn.

These photographs (from the Woking Borough Guide of 1985) shows the teaching pool was guite popular, the problem is probably

more evident when ywoulook at the wiew of the main pool — is that the best promotional picture the couneil could then find?



Woldng Centre Halls
(copy sent to the Woling Informer for print wie 29th April, 20171)

Looking dowt onto
the Centre Halls (1eft)

and Library (right)
from what became the

The brochure gives sample metis (and prices
ranging from £2.40 to £3.80 per head for a four
course meal), and photographs and plans of the
vatious public spaces. The main suite had
‘portable staging” which can be “speedily set up
by the Centre’s own labowt foree”, and ample
staging available for *all orchestras or choirs of
207100 performers, with seating facilities for an
audience of between 6007007,

Wolsey Flace car
park.

In the past few weeks we have looked at the
watious cinemas that have come and gone in the
town — and last week the Centre Pools that lasted
for less than two decades — so it seems strange to
be writing about one of the town’s success stories
from the 1970, The Rhoda MW cGaw Theatre, It
was budlt in the mid 197073 as part of the Woking
Centre Halls complex, the cultural part of the
redevelopment of Woking town centre at that
titre. The library in the newly created Town
Seuare was also part of that complex (althowgh
that is at entirely different story), and with the
pool, the proposed police station and magistrates
cowt atud later the new counci offices — again
another stony), they formed a barrier between the

The foyer of the
Centre Halls housed
the ticket office and

cloakroom, as well as
the stairs taking you
to the meeting rooms
and the ‘projection
toom’ of the theatre.

shopping centre to the south and the new town
centre by-pass — Victoria Way — to the north.

Of course the court and police station never even
got off the ground and the site remained a car
patl for much of 707z and 307, but the Centre
Halls, and in particular its wondesful little theatre,
became an integral part of Woking life. So much
s0 that when the whole lot was proposed to be
demolished it the late 1980°s for the creation of
the new, tiew town centre, everyone agreed that
the “Fhoda’ should be *mothballed” and
incorporated into the ‘Peacocks” entertainment

The main hall ag it would have looked for a
dinier-datice.

[ have ity my atchive a brochure produced when
the Centre Halls first opened promoting it as a
site for wedding receptions, conferences and
dinner dances. I remember our firm in the early
19507z holding the “Wotrks Christmas Do” in the
main hall, although to be honest oy teenage
attempts at dancing have left a scare on my
memory (if not the feet of the ladies from work)!

But the part that was pethaps most used and loved
was the “intimately styled theatre’, with its “well
tiered and comfortable seating - for theatrical,
operatic, concert, film and other similar
productions’.

Wekirg Centre Halls Woking Centre Halls
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The ground plan of the complex from the brochure produced by the Couneil



QEII Theatre

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 4th bay, 2011}

Az we have seen in recent weeks, before the
Second Wotld War, Woking had three cinemas in
the town centre (as well as the Woking Public
Hall whete films had occasionally been showr),
but they all graduwally fell by the wayside with
first the Ganmont being demolished in 1959, then
the Odeon cloging in 1975 and finally the ABC in
1982, And so it was left to the Fhoda McGaw
Theatre in the Centre Halls to be Woking's last
wenue for Woking's film-goers, until the three
screens of the new Peacocks Cinemas opened a
decade later. The trouble was that whilst the
FPeacocks was being built, the ‘Fhoda’ was put in
‘mothballs’, so Woking Couneil opened a
temporary arts and enteraitument centre in that bit
of Woking Town Centre that is knowr as the Old
Wioking Road in Maybuy!

It was called the ‘QEIl Theatre” (taking its name
from the former Queen Elizabeth IT School,
whose buildings it occupied), and although it was
far from central, it somehow managed to wotk
guite well.

The building was otiginally built the late 1950°s
as the Woking Girls Grammar School, replacing
the old army pay corp. huts in Patk Road/Onslowr
Crescent that had been the schools original site
sinice 1923,

When the Government decided to abolish the
Grammar School in the early 1980°s the County
Council decided to re-openit as a comprehensive
secotidary school, bt this too succumbed to
closure it 1986 when the QEII merged with
Sheerwater County Secondary on the Albert
Dirive site (as Bishop David Brown School).

The couneil rented the buildings for & while to a
private boarding school who converted some of
the classrooms to provide sleeping
accommodation for students (mainly from Irac)
studying A levels, but with the closure of the
Rhoda, the building was soon being converted
again to house the new QEII Theatte. It openedin
September 1990 with the first production being
‘Godspell’ by the Woking Youth Theatre.

PROJECT
Buibilite Rlee i
TUESDAY 6th NOVEMBERtie ia.

[ TEATRE ]

OLD WOKING ROAD, MAYBURY, WOKING

Whatever your age, whatever your talent,
come and find out how you can be
involved in this exciting project to create
a unique play for and about Woking,
It'll be fun!

4 EVERYONE WELCOME »
% LICENSED BAR REFRESHMENTS *

o7

Cmn TepaTad TR

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
TELEPHONE: WOKING (0483) 750561

With the opening of The Peacocks in 1992 the old
school buildings were demolished to make way
for the houses of Matingyde (off East HiDD,
whilst part of the playing fields accommodated
the new Prins Willem & lexander (Duteh) School
(now the Interational Bchool of London in
Burrey).

The Girls Grammar
School opened in
Tuliy1 958 at a cost of
£200,000.

‘W-... B, valSsalhy & -.f b 5 |
The Woking Vouth Theatre were the first to per-
form at the QEII Theatre in September 1990 with
theit production of *Godspell”.




Wolking Co-operative Society
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 13th May, 2011}

The other week we showed a photograph of the
Wioking Centre Pool taken from the top of the
Toys B Us Car Park — ondy when it was taken it
was not Toys B Us, but the Woking Co-operative
Supetstote,

It ocourred to me at the time that I haven’t
actually got a photograph of the building when it
wag the Co-op — not sutptising pethaps when you
consider it was only there for about three years!

The Co-op, of course, have been in Woking for
over a cettuty, but the problems they had first
getting planning permission and then operating
the new £3m superstore, meant that after eighty-
five years trading in Woking Town Centre, the
Co-op was controversially “forced’ out.

The first Wokmg Co-op shop was meed in
Chertzey Road in October 1899, but it was not
long before the moved to new premizes in Church
Street.

The Woking Co-operative Society was formed in
1899 with their first shop in Chertsey Road, but
by 1902 they had opened & new shop on the
corner of Church Street and Percy Street and
gradually over the vears had added new
departments and built new branches in the
willages around the town,

Inthe 19305 they drew up plans for their new
putpose-built department store on the opposite

.\H BRISTMAS GIFT *
* SHOPPING , pays «
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In the 1930°s they
built & new shop o
the opposite corner of
Percy Street (how the
site of 3AB Millet’s
offices) and then in
the 1970 s planned
theit new *Co-
operative Superstore’
ot theit old Church
Street site.

Orret the wears the Co-op expanded their Church
Street store (on the site now ocoupded by Toys R
Us), so that by the end of the 1920°s they had a
thiving department store on the site.

side of Percy Street, but in the 19707, soon after
Wokitng™s new town centre was built, they looked
to redevelop the site of their older buildings
(opposite the Fire Station) with a new £230,000
“superstore’.

It took neatly fifteen years to finally get planning
permission and agreement from Woking Couneidl
to provide the multi-storey car park above the
site, but after the store opened in October 1981 it
soon became clear that Woking™s chaotic road
system would cause problems.

Tust like the swimming pool, the store was
effectively built on a roundabowt, which meant
shoppets wishing to access the store from the rest
of the town centre had to cross a busy road. The
Co-op asked for a pedesttian crossing, bt it was
not until just before the store closed in October
1984 that the crossing was put in place, and not
until after Toys B Us took over that Cawsey Way
was completely closed.

The Co-op, of course, did continue in the villages,
and next week we shall be locking at the story of
the various branches around the area.

"co RUMKING
el \ Egﬂa_

SUJ ~=13.,;1¢~'%

III THE TOWN CENTHE
NEAR THE SWIMMING POOL

I might not have a photograph of the Woking Co-
op Superstore, but I do have one of theit plastic
bags i my collection — a unique piece of
Woking's history! Mext time the Antigues
Foadshow comes to towr, Il have to see what
they think it is worth.

|
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Woking Co-operative Society Branches
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 20th May, 2011)

This week, as promised, [ am continuing the story
of the Woking Co-operative Society, with a look
at some of the local branches opened by the

R A

The Woldng Co-operative Society, formed in
1299, started out with a small shop in Chertsey
Road, before quickly moving to Chureh Street by
the beginning of the 20t cettury. [t wasn't long
before they decided to expand into the villages
around the town and in 1910 their first branch
was opened in Kingfield on a site that is now part
of the car patk of the Kingfield Arms.

Of course later the Kingfield” branch was to
move to afnew putpose bullt premises on the
cotner of 01d Woking High Street and Gloster
Road, but it the mean time many more branches
wete budlt, as well as an ambitious housing
scheme (long before the local authority thought of
building ‘social” houses. That came in 1913 with
the opening of the “Woking Garden Subuth
Estate’ (Holyoak Crescent and Svernie) off Well
Lane, Horsell

The scheme, built on land previously grazed by
the company’s delivery horses, originally
included thirtty houses and a branch store (on
Well Lare), which was formerly opened in July
1913, the same month the Society opened their
branch at Knaphill (nowr Wann & Co offices).

)y

The first village
branich of the Co-op in
Woking was in
Kingfield, opposite
the shops in Kingfield
Foad

The Horsell Branch store was actually the third
branch as the Knaphill Branch {on the comer of

the Broadway and High Street) was actually
opened first.

e

That year must have been an exciting one for the
Co-op’s members as they also took over the
Burbiton Co-operative Society in 1913 and had it
not been for the outhreak of war the following
yeat, the Society may well have expanded even
guicket, as they had alteady purchased a plot of
land by Ilaybury Arch for another branch store.

&g it is, after the war, the Society decided to
concertrate on expanding their Church Street site
50 it was not until 1919 that building work
cottumenced on the Mavbury shop.

After the Second World War, of course, the local
Co-op was taken over by the Foval Arsenal Co-
operative Society (RACE) and so although there
ate now more “Co-ops” in Woking than there
once were, they are no longer gquite as “local” as
they once were,

In 1913 the Woking
Garden Subuth
Scheme was bualt —
the thitty houses and
branich store appat-
ently cogtitug £9,000
to constract.
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With the opening of a
branch in Surbiton,
the store at Maybury
Arch was known ag
branch five,




Woking Girls Granunar School
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 27th May, 2011}

-

& few weeks ago [ wrote an article about the
temporary QEII Theatre at Mavbuy, which had
been cotrrerted from the old Gitls Grammar
School (later QEIT School) whilst Woking's
Centre Halls were demolished to make way for
the new Peacocks Centre. Iflrs 5 Parker of West
End, very kindly sent me some photographs of
het own schooldays at the original Girls Gramimar
Hchool in Onslow Crescent, as well as some
pictures of her junior school days at Byfleet.

The Boys Grammar School had been opened in
Station Approach just before the outhreak of the
First Wotld War, but it was not until 1923 that the
town got arcuand to providing a sitmilar school for
the gitls of the district.

The photographs of the otiginal Girls Grammar
School clearly show the old huts that had
previously been used by the Army Pay Corps.
after they moved their operations to Wolking
during the First World War. Although the s no
lotiger temain thaving been replaced after the
Second World War by the buildings of the Park
Schoal), the bungalows budt for members of staff
do still remain on the opposite side of Onslow
Crescent.

The old Gitls
Graminar School on
the cotner of Park
Road and Onslow
Crescent originally
ocoupied bts used
during the First World
Woar by the Army Pay
Cotps

They don’t make
achool classrooms like
this aty more! Not a
whiteboard ot com-
puter it sight.

The hall in May 1958
— bt what was the
‘special event™?

Irs Patker (nee Gibson) was there from 15945 to
1951 and believes the photographs were taken in
May 1951 when her teacher, Miss Hill, took the
school by train to London to visit the Festival of
Eritain exhibition.

“that davy my father went to the school and took
photos of the huts, both inside and ouwt. There
must have been an event taking place at the
school, as the hall wasn't usually foll of chairs
(we sat ot the floor and it was also used for
gymnastics), and the grand piano was nonmally
oty the left. hiss Hill's table and chair were it the
middle and she used to come up the steps through
the dootway in the centre at the back of the

The Girls Grammat School moved to the new site

i 01d Woking Foad in 1938, but was closed in
the eatly 19807 s when the town went
‘comprehensive’ and the school became the
Queen Elizabeth [T Jubilee School Meanwhile
the Boys Grammar School buildings eventually
became the Police Station, with the Magistrates
Cout budlt on part of the school playgrownd.



Department Stores, Part 1 - Ganunons
copy sent to the Woking Intormer tor print wie srd lune,
he Woking Infi £ i fe 3rd T 2011

[wrote a few weeks ago about the Woling Co-
operative Society and their department stores that
wete onthe corner of Church Street and Petcy

Street (originally where Toys R Us are now, and
thet - from the 1930°s - where 3AB Miller’s
offices are today), but they were not the only
depattment store in the towt. Indeed many people
conzidered the Co-op to be somewhat ‘out-of
tow’”, with Fobinson’s in Chertsey Road and
Gammons onthe corner of Commercial Foad and
Chobham Foad being the more central stores.
One feature that many people have reminded me
of recettly was the Co-op’s wondetful system for
transfetring money from the tills to the accounts
department. There was a track near to the ceiling

o
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James Fielder
Gammon’s
‘department store’ on
the cormer of
Chobham Road and
Commetcial Road

Traffic chaos at
‘Gammons Cottiet” in
Iay 1969

Commercial Road, looking towards the junction with Chobham Road
(Gammons Cotnet), with the shops beyond going down to the junction with
Chertsey Road in the distance.

upon which balls containing the money would
roll after being hoisted up from the till by what
one person described as “pulling on a lavatory
chain’. Gammons had a similar system with
cotpressed ait, I believe.

Gammons was actually Woking oldest
department store, opening their Woking Branch
it the 1880°s on part of the site now occupied by
Bhs. They had started out in Guildford, and later
had a branch in Cobham, but their drapers shop
on the corner of Chobham Road and Commercial

Road soon expanded into neighb ouning properties
with other departments, so that by the time they

y

Gammons Cormer (probably photographed from
Hart’s Butcher's shop) during a parade through
the town by the local fire brigade — bt does any-
body kow when (or whi)?

closed about a hundred wears later, there wast’t
much you couldn’t buy in the store. In the
beginning they advertised their goods as being
sold “at London prices’, which were evidently
cheaper at that titne than in the ‘countsy”, bt
whilst their slogan later changed, it appears that
little else did! Many people remember the “old
fashioned’ atmosphere of the place, with several
likening the place to *Grace Brothers” from the
“Are You Being Served” television series.



Departinent Stores, Part 2—Robinsons
copy sent to the Woking Intormer tor print wie srd lune,
he Woking Infi £ i fe 3rd T 2011

The same could probably be said for Robinson’s
whose shop in Chertsey Eoad developed over the
years from Tibbenham Brothers, to Archibald’s,
to Faithurst’s and then Alfred Wyles®, before the
Robinson fatnily eventually took over in the mid
193075, They also expanded their store by buying
neighbouring shops and in 1 960 redeveloped their
site with a new five storey “modern’ department
store, but by the eatly 19207 the family had
diversified into all sorts of othet industries and
their interest in the Wolking shop appears to have
waned. In 1982 they condensed down to the
ground atd basement floots (the rest being
conrverted into offices), but it was not long before

Zi o i " they vacated the site altogether (tmoving briefly
Robinzon®s site in Chertzey Foad had been a drapers shop nan by a mumber of into Commercial Way) with McDonalds taking
different families, starting with Tibbenham Brothers in the 1890%s, over the old shop. For a while Woking had no

-

department store, until the opening of Allders —

I fhe first part of this week s arficle Ilikaned but thet is another story.

Geammons fo Grace Brofhers from the Are You
Being Served’ felewsion series.
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This advertisement (leff) from the Woking Guide of 1956 shows the interior of the old Robinsons store. The new Fobinsons store
(adwvertised in 1972, right) was built in the 1960°s — now occupied by McDonalds.



Commercial Road, Part 1 - Robinsons & Shees
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 10th June, 2011}

The last Robinsons store in Wolking closed in
Commercial Way in March 1993,

Last week we printed photographs of Robinson’s
in Chertsey Road, but as I mentioned, in the mid
198075 they vacated those premises in favour of a
smaller shop in Comercial Way. Mrs Parker
(who recently supplied the memories and
photographs of the Gitls Grammar School), has
once again come up trumps and sent me the
photograph of Robinson’s Commercial Way

shop.

Robitson’s wetre ondy there a few years before
they finally closed their doors for the last time on
Saturday 13 Warch 1993, and since then it has
had a few other tenants including Methven’s
Bookshop and County Property Managemment.

Methwven’s opened soon after Robinzon’s left, but
unifortunately they too closed within a few years.
The Woking branch was actually their first (at
one titne they had up to teelve shops in the
chait), but so far [ have been unable to trace a
photograph from their time — anyhody?

{Subsequent fo the meblicaiion a photograph of
Mefhven’s did furn wp - which is reprodiuced
here. The resulf is that there is nof enough room
fo tnclude the evfive article on one page - hevce
the Glosters "ifem under the same date).

—

Reading as well as their main Woking Branch.

Shees had shops in Knaphill, Frimley and
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while wou are

away” (providing you
only go away for a
couple of days), and
even ‘tecord one
programme while you

Before Fobinson’s the shop was ocoupied by
Shees — another well-known family firm who
e emEin e — bt later mowed to a shop in the Wolsey Place
will they think of shopping centre —whilst before them Glosters
e had one of their many shops on the site.
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Commercial Road, Part 2 - Gloster’s
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 10th June, 2011}

e

Heny Gloster moved to Woking from Old
Woking in 1876 and was one of the first traders in
the new town, opening a small shop in Chobham
Road (how part of YVates). Trade was so hardin
the eatly davys that it is said he had to hire a band
to play onSaturday mornings outside his shop, in
otder to attract custom to the town.

Gloster’s original
shop in Chobham
Road

Glosters wete one of the first traders in the modern town of Woking,

Later, when the garden of the otiginal Alhion
Hotel was sold, Glostet’s built a new Corn Stores
in Chertsey Road and also had offices behind in
Commercial Road (as it was then called) - and
later workshops and stores in Walton Road. The
Chettgey Road/Commercial Road site was re-
developed in about 1967 with new shops in both
roads. The company eventially moved to
Carthouse Lane in Horsell.

I should, pethaps, mention two other ocoupiers of
the Commercial Road shop — the Post Office who
were there from 1947 until the ‘ultra-modem
purpose-bult’ office were built at the other end of
Comimercial Road in 1940, and before that the
Rendezvous Restaurant who of all the various
tenants probably oceupied the site for the longest.
If atiyone has pictures of either I would be
delighted to view them.

Gloster’s Corn Exchange in Chertsey Road was
demalished to make way for the two-storey
19607z block on the right.



Albion Hotel

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 17th June, 2011}

Heritage Walks
- rchive Picture

b o me e = Woking Chertseu Road.

The second Albion Hotel, soon after construction, with the “C1d Bank® on the
corner of Chertsey Foad and The Broadway were the two main landmarks of
the town — the “first impression’ that everyone had of the town as they left the
railway station.

Last week I mentioned about Gloster’s building
oty the site of the garden of the otiginal Albion
Hotel, bt [ forgot to mention when that was. It
happened ity the late 18907s and was probably the
first instance of ‘redevelopment” in the new town
of Woking,

The origitial Albion Hotel was budlt in 12567 by
a getitleman called Reuben Perey. He had
apparently been the landlord of the Wheatsheaf'in
Horsell and quickly realised, when the Necropolis
Company began their land sales around Woking
Station, that a new town would spring up on the
cotumon and that right opposite the station
entranice was ‘the’ place to he.

Itwas atall, square, three-storey building, with From the 19607z this

stables behind on the cother with Church Path wag the first

and what became Commercial Road, and a garden impression Waoking
that stretched down Chertsey Foad almost to its chose to give its
jutiction with Chobham Foad. wigitors.

FEELLLE

Hot surprisingly, as the town grew, pressure was
gooty ot for the garden to be budt vpon, and as 1
gaid last week, Henty Gloster was one of the
driving forces hehind the redevelopment of the
site.

The second Albion Hotel was a much grander
affair, and many people can still remember its
creepet-covered walls and ornate stonework.
Unfortunately history began to repeat itself in the
eatly 1960°s with pressure once again for
redevelopment in the town, and the Albion again
sucotbed to the bulldozers.

I think it would be fair to say that the new hotel,
shops and office block that took over the site
didn’t quite have the same elegance as the old,
but it was the 1960°s and Woking Council didn’t
then have the advantage of having oqute the same
“wigion’ it does today,

Orver the years, as the stonework started to erm-
ble and the creeper to ovet, if anything the
‘elegance’ of the old hotel improved.

How, of course, the whole area iz much better,
thanks to the wonderful glass canopy covered
with photowvoltaic cells, partially obscuring the
tower from the view of the visitors as they catch
their first glimpse of our beautiful town from the
station entrance!




Woking Station
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 24th Tune, 2011}

& couple of weeks ago, when there was chaos on
the railways locally hecause of signal failure (due
appatently to someone steeling some cables), it
made me think of some of the aceidents and
incidents that have ocoured on the railway near
Woking in the past.

The first happened even before the line was
completed to Southampton when on Christmas ; . . :
Diay 1839 a landslip at the Goldsworth cutting The original station at Woking can he seen in this photograph taken from

blocked one of the two lines and seriously whete the buses now stop in The Broadway. The line in the foreground has
endangered the other. It was cavsed by heavy rain been removed and what was then platform two is now platform one.

. Btationumaster at Woldng was rewarded for his
i' e guick thinking when he averted a series of

acridents when the signals failed during a
n Snowst o,

Zignal failure, then as now, seemed to be the

main cause of problems with three signal boxes
then responsible for controlling the trains around
Woking — “Woking Junction”, Woking ¥ard’ and
“Woking East’ —until 1937 when the new sighal
box was introduced with the electrification of the
main line through Woking,

[that winter being one of the worst on record for
rainfall), but with men working all night, and the
introduction of a steam shovel, they successfully
cleared the line the following day.

The first accident at Woking appears to have been
on the 11% June 1346 when the driver of a goods
train from Cruildfiord hit a train going in the other
direction overturning several empty wagons and
slightly damaging the engine. Fortunately nobody
was hurt on that occasion, bt a couple of years

later an engine driver was killed when his train W Sl et e

PIUUEhE’d into the back ?f a b.roken-down tra.lm at There were at one stage three signal hoxes around Woking Station (including
Wokmg. Cnboth 0ECasions it appears that signal the Waking Junction box, pictured above leff), with others at Maybuy and
failure (or the lack of certain signals) were at Goldsworth. All were replaced in 1937 when the new signal box (how a
Fanalt. Grade IT listed building) was built as part of the electrification of the main
Another fatal accident happened in June 1877 Ene through Woking,
Wher} A PASSENGEr Was killed in a collision at But that is the point. In all cases it was sither
Woking Station, but later that year the ‘human error’ or ‘mechanical failure” that caused

the accidents — not wanton vandalism or
deliberate damage. Never in any of the eatly
repotts was it noted that an incident was caused
by someone “steeling’ cables. Society really has
progressed.

Incidentally, I read a report on the BEC News
website about the recent delays stating that a lady
ot onthe 1233 train from Clapham’, but came
to a ‘grinding halt at around 19157 near Woking
{which is odd because the line to Woking wasn’t
built wntil 18380 Eighty-two year delay — South-
West Traing are doing welll

} T . _-_....':,._;.,,"h..ﬁasa,.., i
The main station entrance to the south was rebuilt in the mid-1930%s in what
has often been described as the “Southern Railway “Odeon’ Style”.
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