Red Houge Hotel

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 1st July, 2011)
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The creeper clad walls of the original Eed House Hotel (on the left of the

picture), were gquite a feature of Chertsey Road in the eatly part of the 200
century, judging by the mamber of postcard’s produced showing this scene.

& couple of weeks ago I wrote about the Albion
Hotel — the first place to be built in what is now
Woking Town Centre, whilst in the pastT have
mentioned the Railway Hotel (later renamed The
Cardinals” and now known asg the Sovereigns),
which was the first new building to be
constructed to the south of the rallway in the early
184075, B0 this week I thought [ should mention
the ‘Fed House Hotel”.

The otiginal hotel was apparently budt in the late
15360°7s or early 12707s, so that the new town of
Wooking that sprang up on the former Woking
Commot had three public houses before any
place of worship was budlt! Woldng, in the early
days was often described as a “wild-west” type of
towm.

Like the Albion, the Red House’s garden (which
wiould have been to the left of the old picture) was
soon redeveloped, although in this case it was the

The hotel was soon extended to the junction with Commercial Road, as this

photograph (taken from the “Homeland Guide to Woking” of 1904 shows.

The hotel is on the right.

pub itgelf that “expanded” to take over the site.
Eventually, of course, the old site, on the cormer
of Chobham Foad and Chertsey Road, was also
redeveloped, with Burton’s building their new
store on the site (now Ladbrokes).

Itis amazing, as I travel around the countty, how
matwy old 1930°s “Burtons’ buildings there ate.
They are gquite distinctive and in most cases you
can still find the ofginal foundation stones in
place — in Woking's case on the corner beside the
passage by the new ‘Red House’.

I say “Red House® because to most ‘old” residents
(ot should I say residents with long memoties)
that is what the pub will always be known as,
despite being renamed several times (T forget
some of the more stupid ones that were proposed
ity the 1980°5) and now known as "0 Neills”,

Thete were other hotels later budlt it the town —
The Heathside Hotel, Cotteridge and Northfleet,
to name just three - but we will have to cover
them another weel:

The foundation stone of Burton's, still on the
Ladbrokes building



Pyrford Flower Show
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 8th July, 2011}

Another major event in the willage before the Second World War was the ‘Fageant of 3t George’ held in the ground of Pyrford Court
to raise money for the 3t George’s Home “for children of officers killed, wounded or financially distressed through the war’.

This Saturday (% July 2011) is the Pyrford &

Wisley Flower Show and Fete. It is the 645 4 ]
anmaal show, the first one being held on the 150 WAIFS and STRAYS SUC[ E FY
August 1942, but its history goes back much
further than that as it was otiginally organised by
the Pyrford Horticultural Society, itself formed in

A
My 1905, Of course “horticulture” was an
impottant part of the taro villages history long
before the society was established, with several
market gardens in the area and the opening of the

Royal Horticultural Society’s garden at Wisley in WiLL BE HELD ON
19035.

J TH,
The gardens were actually established by George THU R snAY’ UL Y 13

Ferguson Wilson in 18728 when he purchased At 230 p.m., at

Glebe Farm and laid out his “Oakwood »
Experimental Garden” on the 60 acre site. When q
he diedin 1902 the farm was bought by Sir £ l y

Thotas Hanbury, who gifted the site to the FHS

tne following year PYRFORD.

The flower show starts at 12.30 on the ground of TO BE OFENED BY
Pyrford Cricket Club (itself formed in 185%), with T HE cuuNTE ss UF uNSLuw
the Village Hall next door also an integral pat of
the event. The hall was built in 1921 as the Supported_by MR. GILLIE POTTER, who will preside.
willage's memorial to those who died during the .
First Wotld War — so this year it is celebrating 90 DANCING DISDLAY aroged by Madamo BARNES.

i i LAY by the Horsell Women's Institute.
wears of serving the village. Pl M,.T—.,‘M.s R e s s
Pyrford has along tradition of organising garden Archive Picture
patty’s and shows, as the poster of the Waifs & |D'D'E §[HDW at 430 pm.
Stray’s Society Garden Party shows, but what Entrance Fee for enuh event 16, which should be scut to Mr, Gibvan, Little Craft, Prefond.
vear thie particular one took place is uncertain - STALLS. TEAS. SIDE-SHOWS.

s o T——

my guess would be the 1920°s or 30°s (possibly

1920, 1926 or 1937). BAND OF THE_DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY.

{By kind pormission of the and President).
The 3t Nicholas Home has sadly long gone, but e N TR
with the local sehools, the scoufs a.tlclg;ndes, Admission, 6d. Children, half-price.
W1 and other local groups all taking patt in the
flower show and fete, it is good to see that the
true ‘community’ spirit so often shown by the The Waifs & Strays Society organised a ouvber of events at their 5t
willagers of Pyrford (and Wisley) it the past is Hicholas” Hospital (later Rowley Bristow Hospital) in Pyford, but when this

still alrve and well — long may they all contime. Carden Party took place is not, unfortunately, known.



Byfleet Church
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 15th Tuly, 2011}

My Heritage Wialk this Sunday (1 i Tuly 20117 is
aroud Bvfleet (starting at 2pm opposite The
Plough) — a village with along and proud history,
but a remarkable ability to hide most of it away
amongst 1960°s & 7075 housing estates!

An interesting 150
centuty brass to
Thomas Taylot, the
tectors of the church
from 1454 to 1489,

I gave atalk many yeatrs ago in the village whenl
mentioned about the ancient chsrch being along
way from the village centre. I was internapted by
an elderly gentleman who pointed out that “the
chutch wasn’t built away from the village — it was
the village that was built a long way from the
chutch”™.

He was right of course, as the original 3t Mary's
church dates back to before the Domesday
Sutvey, although the oldest part of the present
building dates from the late 13 or early 14%

century.

Inside the church can be seen some eatly 145
cettury wall paintings (above the notth doot) and
a “brass’ depicting Thomas Taylor, the rector of
BExfleet from 1454 t0 1459,

Like many churches, 3t Maty’s was extensively
‘testored” by the Victorians who added the South
Aigle it 1841, the Transept in 1864 and Vestry in
12881, whilst restoring the tower in 1863,

Inthe graveyard are several interesting graves
including that of John Parry Thomas, the racing
driver who died on Pendean 3ands in 1927 whilst
tryring to break the Wotld Land-Speed record.

George Smith, a wealthy Victorian writer and
publisher, is also butied here. He was editor of

& church at Byfleet iz
mentioned in 1086,
although the oldest
part of the present
structute is only 13
ot 145 century

i
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geveral Victorian magazines and a regular
contributor to The Times and Encyclopaedia
Britatnica. He wrote biographies of Shelley,
Gladstone and Robert Peel, but from a local
histotians point of view hizs most famonus
contribution to soeiety was his founding of the
‘Dictionaty of National Biography™

It was because of the work carred outin 1863 on
the church that the Byfleet Parish Day was first
attatged (as a thanksgiving ted), with this yeat’s
Farish Day taking place on Saturday 1 i Tuly
starting at 12.30 on Byfleet Recreation Cround.

Saturday also happens to be the day for
Knaphill’s Village Fete, held once more at
Mizenn’s Railway in Barts Lane.

Hopefully the weather will be kind for all events.

Tohn Party Thomas, who broke the land-speed record on Pendean Sands in
1927, is buried in Byfleet Churchyrard.



Byfleet Manor
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 22nd Tuly, 2011}

Last week I mentioned about Byfleet Church, but
this week [ want to concentrate on the history of
the Mlanor House, an important building in the
history of the willage, but a site that is often “out
of sight — out of tmind’ as far as visitors to the
area ate concetned.

When the first matior house was budlt at Byfleet
we do not know, but at the time of the Domesday
Sutvey the manor part of the Hundred of
Godley) was held from the Abbey of Chettsey by
a gentleman called Ulwin (or Wolfwirn). The first
positive record of a house comes in the 135
century when Geoffry De Lucy held the manor.
There was also a deer park and in 1267 a munber
of people were accused of breaking into the patk
atud stealing “bucks, does, pigs and horses’.

The present house is
mainly 150 century,

but with 192 century
witigs on either side

of the main hogse.

In 1297 Henry de Leyhourne took possession of
the manor and in 1302 he was arrested for
holding an illegal jousting match at “Biflet’.

By 1308 the manor had reverted to the crown and
was granted by Edward IT to one of his favourites
- Piers de Gaveston

The first record of a manot house at Byfleet comes from the 13 century.

From 1337 until his death in 1376, Byfleet was
held by Edward I11's son, the Black Prince. His
registers record work at Byfleet including repairs
to the kitchen at "Byflete” in January 1347 and
repair of the defects of the houses” and “making
of new houses”.

The manor was then part of what we would now
call the “Duchy of Cortrwrall’, bt inthe 15307
Hetuy VIII gave the mator to Catherine of
Aragon as part of her settlement from their
divorce.

Most of those mentioned above are now
cotmemotrated in the road names of the area —
Godley Foad, Ulwin Foad;, Leyboutne Averne,
Edward I &venue;, Gaveston Close; Black Prince
Close; Corroerall Avenue and Catherine Close,
with Thomas Fullerton (who completed the
rebuilding of the Mator House in the 17
century) having a Drive” “Way™ and “Road’
natted after him.



W.G. Tarrant

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 25th Tuly, 2011}

The Italianate style house at Hafod was partially in miins when WG, Tarrant
bought the house in 1940, but after his death it became completely derelict

atud was demolished in 1936,

[ was on holiday a couple of weeks ago in mid
Wales, staying it a wonderful cottage in the hills
just outside Aherystwyth. To my surprise (and
groats from my family) T discovered apiece of
W oking” history only a couple of miles from the
cottage — the ‘Hafod Estate’, now just amin, bt
ofice the home of W5, Tarrant, the builder from
Byfleet whose name is synonymous with high-
class atd high-cuality houses throughout Horth-
West Surrey.

Duting the First
World War Tarrant’s
produced
prefabicated
buildings for use on
the front and designed
and built this
wotuderfl tri-plane
homber.
Unfortunately by the
titme it was finished,
s0 was the war, and
o1 its maiden flight at
Farnhorough the
aircraft crashed killing
the pilot and co-pilot.

Walter George Tatrant died suddenly of a heart
attack on the 15 March 1942, He is busied in the
churchiyrard at Hafod.

It tevwer ceases to amaze e how many wonderfial
houses he managed to build in this atea — mainly
on Hook Heath or around Pyrford and West
Byfleet (as well as 3t George’s Hill and
Wentworth, of course), but it also makes me
langh when estate agents feel that they have to try
to sell almost any large house of the period as
“Tarrant Style’.

Walter George Tarrant’s skills were not refined to
fine houses. During the Firet World War the
commpany built many prefabricated buildings for
the militaty and were involved in aircrafi
matnfacture az well, But he was evidently not
guite so well known in West Wales, where one
guide-book described hitm simply as a “Sutrey
tittber metrchant and budder”.

Tarrant bought the Hafod Estate near
Pontthydygroes just before the Second World
War when the historic house was in a perilous
state. He used his skill (and a great amount of
money) on restoring the property, including
constructing a dam across the river to provide
hyrdro-electtic power for the estate’s properties.
He tried to persuade the Government to get
itrvolved in re-opening some of the lead mines up
the valley at Cwmystwirth it order to help the war
effort, but his pleas fell on death ears and
although he statted to manage the estates vast
wioodlands, he unfortunately died before his work
on the house was complete.

After his death the house fell into ruin once more
and has since been completely demolished, but
the Hafod Trast ate working on restoting some of
the fine woodland and waterfall walks which no
doubt partially attracted “W. 5.7 (and myself) to
the area.

Twonder what local link Il find when I next go
awray?



Heathside s Hotels

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie Sth August, 2011)

Ttead a few weeks ago that Travelodge are
planning to convert the offices on the corner of
White FRose Lane and Oriental Road {opposite the
sorting office) into a new hotel — ideal for people
using the raflway to travel to or from the town,
They ate not the first to recogndse the potertial of
the atea from that point of wiew, with many small
hotels having opened (and ultimately closed) on
the south side of the ratlway over the years.

The first was the Railway Hotel in Guildford
Road, opened by Edward Woods in 1840, just a
couple of years after the station was opened on
what was then just Woking Common. The
modern town of Woking wowldn’t be budlt for
maty years so the Railway Hotel’s trade must
have almost exclusively been from railway
travellers looking for somewhere to stay for the

night.

ot
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The Railway Hotel changed its name in the late
1960°7sf eatly 197078 to “The Cardinal” (when it
ceased to let out rooms I believe), and has since
been re-named The Sovereigns, but it was not the
only hotelin the ‘Heathside” area. The Cotteridge
Hotel, on the corner of Guildford Road and
Constitution Hill, opened in the eatly part of the
20% century (and closed as ‘The Litten Tree’
almost a century later), having been converted
from a large private house (at one time also used
as a school).

The Heathside Hotel
in Coley Avenue was
replaced by the
Heathside old
people’s flats in the
1960°s

HEATHSIDE HOTEL, WORING

Thete was also a private hotel in Coley Avenue
called the Heathside Hotel which again appears to
have been converted from a private residence in
the eatly part of the a0t cettuay, whilst after the
ZBecond Wotld Wat a nurber of old houses found
themselves opening as guest houses or small
hatels, including the Bishopgarth Hotel in
Heathside Road, the Crosslee Hotel on the corner
of Park Foad and Heathside Crescent and the
Motthfleet Guest House (later Hotel) in
Claremont Awenue. There may have been others,
but unfortunately details of most of the above are
guite sketchy as few records have survived, even
though some (such as the Northifleef) managed to
continue in husiness for several years.

Before it was a hotel (in the late 1290°5) and
befote it changed its name to the Litten Tree in
the late 19907s.

An advertisement for
the Railway Hotel
from 1926




Cagstle Ramwick & College Arms
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 12th August, 2011)

Last week [ mentioned the Railway Hotel being
the first place to be built near Woking Common
after the railway openedin 1838, but I showld
pethaps have mentioned that there were already
some ancient buildings in the Heathside area,

In those days the
Heathside and
Maybury ateas wete
guiet countryside as
this old photograph of

inchuding Ramwick Cottage in Patk Road, an old Maybury
165 o 170 century listed building that has an Heath® (helieved to
interesting history. now be Criental

Road) showrs.

When the railway was opened it was an inn
kniowrty as the *Castle Ramwick’ and in the mid
198 century was apparently frequented by the

Ramwrick Cottage in
Park Road was one of
several old cottages

spectators and participants in the illegal prize
fights that used to take place on Woking Common
(before the area became too budt up and the

authorities clamped down on them). on the edge of
Woking Common
The most famous fight on Woking Common was when the railway was
between Nat Langham (the English champion) built in 1838,
and William Sparkes of Australia who had come
ovet to Britain to establish which of the teo
countties produced the best bare-kuckle boxers
it1 the world.
#
oy

: & Heri age Walks
wiarchifre Picture
Vil @

P

Like the “Castle Ra

mwickInn® the ‘College” probably opened as a “beer house” serving the navvies who constnacted the raitaray.

Apparently the fight was faitly even until the 36th
round when Sparkes knocked Langham off his
feet. Langham fought back and in the 62nd round
caught Bparkes with a blow to his neck. After a
struggle the turo fell to the ground with the
Englistunan on top. The fall broke Sparkes right
armm, and although he carried on for five more
rounds, eventually he had to give up as his backer
threw ity his hat.

The last fight at Woking, in about 1863, lasted for
four and a half hours, and only ended when one
of the fighters had his eve put out and the other
broke his arm.

Bounds like atypical Friday or Saturday night in
W oking!

The Castle Ramwick” almost certainly opened up
as a “heer house’ serving the navvies employed
on constructing the railway, and the same was
probably the case with the *College Arms’ that
used to be in College Foad. It must have been
called something before, as the “college’ refers to
the Royal Dramatic College, established in the
186075 on the site now occupied by the Lion
Retail Park.

The College Arms, of course, is known
throughout the world from its inclusion in H.G.
Wells science-fiction book “The War of the
Wotlds’, although admittedly it is not as
promitient in the story as the Bpotted Dog’, the

- fictional name Wells gave to “The Princess of

Wales” in Princess Road.

S n



Woking's Lost Hotels

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 19th August, 2011)

The other week [ wrote about some of the hotels
i the Heathside area of Woking, and how most
have managed to cote and go withow leaving
too much in the way of records. Since then I have
had a few items sent to me, including an undated
brochure for the Cotteridge Hotel when the taviff
for “room, bath and brealfast” was *1 58, with
‘meals served in bedroom” or ‘early morming tea”
for just one shilling (5p) per person extra. Also
available was ‘garage accommodation’ for 2s6d
pet night or 1026d weekly.

THE DINING ROOM

[ also had an email enguiring about the Farm
Hotel in Triggs Lane, which was ot the site of
what is now Triggs Close. As the name suggests
it was once afarm — Royal Oak Farm — bt quite
wheti it became a hotel (and what sort of hotel) is
unclear. Several people remetber having eream
teas there, but nobody seems to remember staying
the night, and although [ have a photograph that is
believed to be the premises, I cannot be sure as
niobody seeths to remettber exactly what it
looked like — despite the fact that it was still in
operation watil the eatly 1960°s.

What the ‘Hotel
Inspector” would
make of the interior of
the hotel is argrone’s
guess, bt in its day
the "Cottetidge” was
THE place to be —the
Woking Rotary Club
(amongst others)
choosing to meet
there.

Is this the Farm Hotel
ot some other long
lost Woking
establishment?

Die hotel that does have a few more surviving
records is the Mayford Manor Hotel, off
Mayhourne Rige in Mayford. The Surrey History
Centre in Goldsworth Road has afile of
documents and cuttings from the late 195075 to
1963 when the owners, My & Mrs MeCaw,
apparenitly sold the site. But even here there are
more questions than answers, as the documents
appear to show that prior to 1957 the hotel was
know as the ‘Hollis Cowt Hotel and Country
Club’

&ccording to the Woking Street Directory for
1957, howewer, the building was at that time the
south-eastetn area office ofthe Fatstock
Matketing Corporation Ltd’ {which was set up in
1954 by the National Farmers Union upon the de-
rationing of meat after the 24 World War - the
records of which are at the Museum of Rural Life
at Reading University), and I can find no records
atrywhere of a “Hollis Cowt” in Woking,

The Mayford Manor Hotel cartied on for many
vears after the MeCaw’s sold it (as the
adwvertisement from 1972 shows), finally closing
it the midflate 198075 (or was it the eatly
199075% when it was replaced by housing.

That is the problem, although maty of these
places operated and closed within living memory,
actual written records are still often difficult to
trace.

Mayford Manor Hotel

AA| S
i_l FULLY LMENSED .

GUILDFORD ROAD (A320)
WOKING

wiskon o e Dwricr

Under the Pereonst Super i
AL ¥, MLEWETT

ACCOMMODATION

Lo Exccutive Suiles
A chwive of Bedrooms with or without Private Bathroons
Central Heating Drying Ronm

WEDDING RECEFTIONS BUSINESS CONFERENCES
TRADE SHOWS

BAR AND RESTAURANT
Open to Mon-Residents

COURTEQLS AND RELFFUL STAFF AT YOWER SERVICE

Whilst the name “Tlanot” might be good maket-
ing, the huilding newver was an actual ‘Manor
House’.



The mystery of the Farm Hotel off Triggs Lare,
Wokitg, still hasn™ been solved, but it seems that
it is uot the only hotel in the area that requites a
bit mote investigation. Unlike the Farm Hotel, the
Royston Chase Hotel in Byfleet is quite well
docunented from a photographic point of view,
but that is partially the problem - as one of the ald
posteards (reproduced here) shows the ‘dormitory
for juniors”. What sort of a hotel has a
‘dormitory”?

What sort of a hotel has a dormitory for juniors?

Agaitinot a great amount is known of the
‘Chase’s” history, We know when it was
demolished and replaced by the shops and
‘Village Green’ (and when the shops were
demolished and replaced by the apartments), bt
wheti was the hotel built - or should I say
converted, as it looks like it was a family
regidence before becoming a hotel?

Another hotel in the Byfleet area that should have
plenty of pictures and memories is the Sheer
House Hotel at West Byfleet (demolished to
make way for the new shopping centre in the
19604, but again there appears to be little in the
‘official’ archives at either the Surrey History

Bytleet Hotels
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 26th August, 2011)

e S 45
The Royston Chase
Hotel being
demolished in 1957

Centre or the Byfleet Heritage Group’s room at
Byfleet Library (who very kindly supplied most
of the illustrations here).

The Byfleet Hotel onthe other hand has along
and interesting history. When the railway station
opened o West Byfleet in 1387 (originally called
Byfleet & Woodham Station), the landlord of the
Sun Inn in Pyrford Road decided to build a new
establishment immediately opposite the station
entrance.

Some eatly postoards show it as the Station Hotel,
others as the Byfleet Hotel, but in more recent
weats it was known as the ‘Claremont” and is now
called the Cathenine of Aragon.

Another West Byfleet hotel still inuse as a public
house and restaurant is the Harvester on the Old
Woking Road, which was onice knowt as the
‘Crown Hotel” before becoming the “Yeoman ™ in
the early 199075, but again does aryone know
mote of its history. Answers please. ..

THE BYFLEET HOTEL
QUTSIDE WEST BYFLEET STATION

—  DYFLEET 45048 -
Residantial
Open i
o nan
radidanty
Lenches
Dimmars Priwale
s Partias
Bacaplines e
Toy olf
Thies specha Licaree
baes

Your hosts, Bill and Resa Clay

At advertizement for the Byfleet Hotel from
1970.



New Hotels

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print w/ie 2nd September, 2011}

& couple of weeks ago we published a picture
that we had been told was of the Farm Hotel” in
Triggs Lane and asked for any information on the
establishment. Part of the mystery has now been
solved — the pictute is not of the hotel - bt at
least it prompted a maber of people to get in
touch with theit memories.

Apparently it was mainly a residential hotel (with
some residents staying long enough to have
established theit own ‘patch’ of garder), although
the restaurant was open to non-residents and
evidently one of the places to go for & great
afternoon tea.

Some of the staff were accommodated in the
bungalows up Triggs Lane (towards Cavendish
Road), with many remembering Miss Farr as the
thanageress and M Peters the owner. If anyone
hags a photograph of the hotel before (or during)
demolition, T would be delighted to see it.

For a time Woking had quite a number of small
fatdly-run hotels, most of which have been
demaolished, but now there seems to be a revival
it hotel beds it the town with several *hig names’
alreadsy in the area and others apparently on their
WAy,

One recent application was for a 105 bed hotel
{with offices, shops or restaurants) on the site of
Eurobet Housze in Chigreh Street West. Another is
the 63 bed hotel and 37 residential units in the 13
storey replacement for 3t Dunstan’s Clstch in
White Fose Lane, which itself is next door the to
110 bed Travelodge in the refirbished and
externnded White Rose Court.

Imagitie an eleven-
storey hotel on the site
of Eurobet House (on
the right), with the
eighteen-floor office
block proposed for the
‘Select House’ site
next door. Could it be
Woking's architecture
that will be attracting
g0 tmany vigitors to the
tow in the future?

The former 3t Dunstan’s Catholic Chutch shortly
hefore it was demolished. Unfortunately my
views on the demolition of the church (let alone
the proposed development) cannot be published
in a ‘family” newspaperl

I cannot help wonder where all these new visitors
ate cothing from (of cotming fof)? Has Woking
become the new leisure resort of the South-East?
WWhat is motre important, howevet, is how are they
all going to get here? Presumably very few are
expected by car. Travelodge have 33 parking
spaces, 5t Dunstan’s 47(for 63 hotel rooms and
97 tiew residentsl), whilst the developers of
Eurobet House have allocated just 13 car parking
places for all the hotel stafff office/shop wotkers
atid hiotel guests. To be fair they have allowed for
ten cycle parking places as well. I wonder how
long it will be hefore the advert shows Lenny
Hetuy balancing a suitcase on the handle-bars of
his bicyele as he rdes down Church Street West?

Once people actually lived in Church Street, as this 197075 photograph of some of the houses shows.



Mugic Venues

(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 9th September, 2011)

I had an email the other week enguiring about
“Woking’s Mightlife” — which seemed a natural
progression from the many articles recently about
places such as the ‘Fed House” and “Albion” —the
bars of which played host in the past to many well
“known pop-groups and singers. [ seem to
retrember being told that Tom JTones was playing
at the Red House (o was it The Albion) when the
‘Greer, Green Grass of Home ™ was announced to
be number one in the charts. He wasn’t the only
onue ity Woking at that time. The Eolling Stones
petformed at the Atalanta Ballroom in
Commetcial Road on the 19% August 1963, a
week before appearing on ‘Ready Steady Go” on

popular places to “hang owt” at in the past.

Originally a ballroom,
with the best sprung
floor in the area, the
‘&ta’ was one of the
places to go before it
was demolished to
make way for what is
nowr Wolsey Place.

Local clubg and restaurants (such as Michaels in Goldsworth Road) were also

B —
L

ST
LTI T i;’f%::::;

the television (ot to be confused with “Feady,
Steady, Cook’) —and I am sure there were many
othets who played at some of the vatious “clubs’
in the area, such as “MWichaels” in Goldsworth
Road. If anyone has aty memories of the petiodI
(atud my young emailer) would be delighted to
heat.

Thete has been alot of talk recently about
whether Woking should have a “special’ venue
where local bands could play, but from what T can
see wour could hardly call any of the above vermes
patticularly “special’. And as for local bands,
Woking seems to have managed to produce quite
afew musicians who have gone onto make a
name for themselves, despite - or maybe hecause
-we don't have a wonderful “concert hall”.
Iayhe having to try a bit harder to get known
(tathet than have it handed to you on a plate on
some ‘opportunity knocks” type programime) was
good for them. School Halls, Village Halls and
Touth Centres appear to have worked well in the
past and if angwhere needs to be revivedit is
pethaps some of the Youth Clubs - not some of
the bars!

local pubs that were popular venues for gigs in
the 19605 and 70s.

MOLLY BRET

Finally, on a completely different note, [ had
atother email lagt week from a lady in the T34
who iz researching the life of Molly Brett. Even if
you don’t know the name, you probably know her
wotk, az she illustrated a fumber of children’s
books and produced numerous paintings that have
been published asz greetings cardsfposteards by
the Medici Society. If anyone has any memories
of Molly (who died in April 1990, but used to live
in Horsell Wale — and before that in College Road
and apparently Jandy Lane), I would be delighted
to heat from them.



Ryde House & The High Street
(copy sent to the Woking Informer for print wie 23rd September, 2011)

The othet week I published a photograph showing
the offices that used to stand on the corner of
Church Street West and Victoria Way (or Percy
Btreet for those who remember the town before
the mid 1970°s)! Is it just me, or are others
amazed at how quickly new buildings can he
cotidered outdated and demolished? It iz all very
well companies claiming how “green’ they are
when they design new ‘environmentally friendly’
offices, but surely it canmot be that good for the
environment to rip down perfectly serviceable
buildings — no matter how mouach of the old you
‘recycle’

I ko that none were particulatly ‘pretty” (and [
am certainly not advocaing ‘listing” or preserving
any of them on historical grounds), but it just
zeetns such a waste of money, not to say
resoutces, to keep changing things for changes
sake.

It the 19607z Norwich Union built three office
blocks in Woking Town Centre. The first, Albion
House, has survived almost unchanged (on the
outside at least), although for how much longer is
utwcertait. There are plans to re-develop the whole
of the High Street area, with even the future of
the infamous canopy possibly in the balance
(what a wonderful waste of money it will be to
demmolish that, ontop of the wondeful waste of
money we spent on erecting it)! The fact that in Euilt it the late
Tuly 1891 Woking Council designated part of the 1960°s, Ryde House,
High Street (and Church Path) as a “conservation
area’ apparently means nothing — Woking has to

‘WVictotia Gate’, along with the old, much-loved,
Terty™s newsagents (who subsequently moved
certainly didn’t de- itrto Church Street East).

SErVe preserving

change. One cannot help wonder how many mote
. . oy (it o eripali sy petfectly good buildings will be knocked down in
The second Norwich Union office building - Tetry's did). . .

. . - . Woking, before the dewvelopers (or the counecil)
Premier House, in Comimetcial Road - has since realize what thew ate doine to out snvionments
been re-clad and re-named, but the third — Ryde ¥ g ’
House, in Chobham Road - was probably one of Hext week [ will look at the history of some more
the first office buildings in the town to sucoumb of Woking's offices.

to the developers axe. It was replaced by

 AAIIDRTC l nmhaoth BULDNG
Although the shop fronts may have changed, above the ground level the properties of the High Street still show the character that
persuaded the counei to include them in the Town Centre Conservation Areain 1991,



Guildford Road Shops

(copy sent to the Woling Informer for print wie 30th September, 2011)

Last week [ bemoaned the constant cyele of budldf
demolishirebuild in and around Woking Town
Centre, although commented that few of the
offices that have been demolished were worth
preserving for their beauty. I was thinking, of
coursze, of the 19607z and 707z office blocks that
have come and gone, but it has been pointed oat
to tme that several older offices have disappeared
in the past, and that pethaps some of these should
have beets preserved. Places like the old water
compaty offices on the cotner of Commercial
Road and Percy Street and the old council offices
afew doors away. Those Victorian and
Edwardian buildings were demolished in the mid
1940°s, but a more recent office block to have
wvanished, which [ think had some architectural
interest, was the 1950 s Coronation House in
Cildford Foad. Apart from the Liverpool
Victoria building on the corner of Goldsworth
Road (which I fear will not last much longer
eithet), I can think of few eatly post-war
buildings in the town centre.

i i
Itis not hard to work out exactly when in the
19507 “Coronation House” was built.

If people cannot
remember the 1980%s
office block, what
chance hawe the old
shops and workshops
that used to occupy
the site being
temembered? These

pictures wete taken
not long before they
were knocked down,
bt can atgrbody
temember them when
they wete it their

heyday?

Of course Coronation House was just one small
patt of the site that iz now “Woking Central” —
apparetly the new “housing quatter” of the town
{cat anyone name the other three quarters?). Also
gone ate the former Customs offices in Bradfield
Close and the 198075 Meition House” which
teplaced a mumber of small shops and wotlishops.

[t is amazing how matyy people have forgotten
Meition House, completed in 1984 and
demolished less than twenty-five years later.

It iz itteresting to note that when Meition House
was developed there were supposed to be
replacement shops on the ground floor, bt it was
designed in such a way that nobody actually took
up the leases. Whether the same will apply with
“Woking Central” only time will tell — although
with Tesco’s apparently taking over the main vt
(next to the Sovereigns) at least part of the new
development will live up to the promises made
thitty years agol



