Conmercial Road car
park, prier jo re-
development. This view ix
loaking acrass fromm Bath
] Rowrd {wheve Middie Walk
{5 mow) lowerrds the
hoses af Church Street

Sparvow Park with the new

Cowsey Way oot throwgh
st Before e War

Memorial i removed fo the
new Tawn Sguware,

The wew town centre under

conxtruction along
Cammercial Road - later
renamed Commerciol Way,

90



Woking New Town Centre — The 1970’s.

In 1968 work began
on demolishing propertics to
the porth of Commercial
Road. The plans of 1963 had
included 39 shops, live major
new stores, 48 Muts and over
125,000 square feet of offices.
A comprehensive
development area was
designuted in 1969, and in
1970 the Council reached
agreement with Norwich
Linion (again)! The scheme
was designed by Scott,
Brownrigg and Tumer {(whose
offices were in Commercial
Road) and building work
began in mid-1971, with local
contractors Gilbert Ash (of
Albion House) being awarded
the three-year contract.

Part of the design
was for a bypass (Victoria
Wiy, with a multi-storey car
park akso helping to keep
traffic away from the centre,
This was to complement the
multi-storey car park already
being built on the site of
Oakhekl Road (between
Chureh Strect and Boundary
Lane). It was opencd on st
June, 1971, ot a cost of
E363,000 and eatered for 970
vehicles - at that time paying
Jjust 3p for up to two hours
parking.

The new town centre
car park (known to locals as
"Samnsbury s Car Park) was
opened in 1973, The new
fown centre offices were
‘topped out’ in July 1974 and a
year later it was announced
that British American
Tabaceo (B.A.T.) would be
moving their Export Division
to the newly-christened
‘Export House'.

The shopping centre
itself began to be occupied
soon after, although the
ofTicial opening was not until
14th October, 1975,

Two views of the Commerciol Road car park just before work
started on the new town cented. In both views the side of the

Aralanta Ballronm can clearly be seen.
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The orginal Town Square was quite different from lodoy's. The canopies of Wolsey Place and the unit
originally occupicd by Sabaro (later Mel's Cafe, later still Café Gardino) were not there. Mac Market occupied
the units [ater used by Burton's and Dixon’s in Wolsey Walk and the Nationwide Building Socicty in Mereia
Walk. Where the entrance to Christ Church is today was a hexagonal manse, whilst Chrigt Church Hall (built in
1972} was on the apposite side of Church Street, where Barclay's Bank is now. Town Gate did not exist. St
Andrew’s House was an empty building site and the Library, although on more or less the ssume site, wis not
thve same an all! Confused?

The only constant femture appears 1o have been the War Memorial, moved 1o Town Square from
‘Sparrow Park’ in February 1975 - but even this was moved (af great expense) when The Peacocks' shifted the
centre of the squan: slightly 1o the
north ond west, re—

Anather mid-1970s
development later affected by “The
Pcacocks’ was the Market, The
onginal Market was in Goldsworth
Road (on the sile of System House),
but in July 1972 plans were
announced for a sixty-six stall market
outside the Post Office. Unfortunately
it was soon discovered thal the
hexagonul multi-coloured glass-fibre
roofs seemed to attract frost {which
dripped down on the goods when it
thawed) and the site was both wet and
windy, Tt opened in 1974 but less than
three years later traders were leaving
and the new Market was being
labelled a "white elephant’. But 1t was
not the only one in the nrea!

Above = the old marker site
in Gedifswearth Road = now
oceupied by the affice hlock
wf Spstem Heowsee,

Above - an ariise s impresston of the
mew mdarked sife on the opposite side of
the new Victoria Way.

Che of the octagons still survives in the
mew market on the same site,

The underground toilets (helow the
flonver beds - pictured right}, were
filled in and are, presumably, still below
the present market buildings.
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The “Bridee of Sighs " linking the new market sife
prtside the Post Office and Galdsworsth Road, over
Fietoria Way, The Aldershor & Disirict Bus Depar

i Groddsworth Road can be seen in the backgrowmd,

— ——
e ——

-

-

The footbridge linking Goldsworth Roud with the Market Square quickly eared the nicknaume "Bridge
of Sighs'. It was opened in the summer of 1973 ut 8 cost of over £22,000, but 4s o spokesmen for the Council
pointed out at the time, 'vou can't make people use it They didn't, and by 1975 Woking was already looking for
someone 1o take the unwanted bridge ofF their hands, 1t was finally pulled down in September 1986,

The other access way to the Markel was almost as bad, with the new Cawsey Way dividing the
Market from the new town centre and the rest of the re-named ‘Commercial Way', Despile pedestrinn priority on
the crossing by Boots, the arca was {and still is) an unwanted picee of land eut off from the town - which
probably explains why the Council have decided 1o move the Market back there!

Cawsey Way linked the High Street to a roundabout on the site of Clarence Avenue. Percy Street
became Victoria Way and bevond its junction with Church Street was duel carringeway. The large roundabout
enclosed the new indoor swimming pool {of which more later), with the site of the proposed Co-op store to the
soirth. Victorin Way then continued enst to Brook House roundabout where the duel carringeway ceased and
Chertsey Road took over. There was no right turn into, oroul of, the northem section of Chobham Road and
the southern seetion of the road was completely blocked off. Barriers were later erected 1o force pedestrians to
use with reluctance the subway, which was then *hated’ almost as much as it was “loved’ when the Council
proposed to ¢lose it years later! Drivers from
Horsell had to turn left und then go around |
Brook House Roundabout before they could
park their cars in the town centre car parks!

The *Brook House' end of town
soon altracted more and more offices, as
well as the Sulvation Army Citadel (on the
comer of Stanley Road and Waltan Road)
andl the Liberal Club (since demolished) on
the newly created corner of Chertsey Road
and Stanley Road. The new Salvation Army
Citndel was built in 1972, whilst their old site |
in Church Street was soon replaced by
Bejam’s Freezer Centre in the south-west
comer of the ground Moor of the town centre Bejan ‘s, later feeland, underneath whar
car park. hevame the Wolsey Place Car Park,
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South of the railway, more offices were built in the 1970s. The old Dove's Garage (on the comer of
Guildford Road and Station Approach) was replaced in 1972 with a new showrooms, shops and offices (now
called Sowthern House), whilst in Bradfield Close the VAT Area Headquarters for H.M. Customs & Excise was
built by W, Deakin & Co.

Offices were not the only places o be built at this time. To counter the drift of shops westward,
Tesca's armounced in June 1972 plans for a large new store next to their exasting Commercial Road premises. In
the end this never came about, but the site they had in mind (between Church Street and Chertsey Road) was
eventually redeveloped, apening in November 1977 as Fine Fare (later taken over by Gateway's, luter still taken
aver by Asda, later to become...).

Fine Fare boasted a direct bridge-1ink to the Victoria Way Car Park and a roof garden overlooked by
the ultra-modern, brown-glass Crown Life Insurance building (opened in August 1977 at a cost of £5 million).

The opening of Fine Fare prompied o price war in town, with both Tesco's and the International in
Commercial Road cutting their prices. The Co-op in Church Street responded by closing their grocery
department altogether.

By then the Co-op had plans to build a new superstore with Council-funded multi-storey car-parking
above, on the site of their onginal department store in Church Street {opposite the Fire Station), but in
September 1977 Woking Council announced that they no longer had the money to pay for the car park and it
was ot until March 1979 (eleven years after the plars were first mooted) that contracts were exchanged. The
Co-op Superstore opened in 1981, but closed just o few years later #s access across the busy Cawsey Way
made getting to the shop difficult. The building was then taken over by Toys 'R’ Us. with the Council finully
managing to solve the access problem by closing part of Cawsey Way and creating a pedestrian link o Wolsey
Walk.

Another "problem’ site in the late "705 and early "80s wus the site of Gammon's in Chobham Road
fwhich had closed in 1973). At one time it was rumoured that Tesco's, Bentall's and even Marks and Spencer’s
were interested in the site, but British Home Stores (Bhis) emerged as the main contender and in March 1978
they announced plans for a 60,000 sg, i1, store due 10 apen by the end of 1981, Work did not, however, start
until early 1980 and it was not until May 1982 that it was officially opened.

British Home Stores with the Fine Fare Supersiore in the hackground fnow the site of The Biy Apple,

The increase in shops and office space meant that by 1971 more people commuted to work in Woking,
than commuted outl of the borough to London, and by July 1979 there were apparently 630 unfilled jobs in the
area, with just 336 registered unemploved!



Tha ARt i Bl Wik,

o 1n ot e s s, |
A cutting from the Woking News & Mail of Sth
Angst, 1971, reporting on the “deadlock ' over

negotiarions on the fieture of the Atalanca Rallvoom

in Commercial Road. The deadlock remained, with
thie owner, Hob Potier, finally pulling out of the town
aftogether and concentrating on his new wight-cluh
amid hotel complex at Frinley Green = Lakeside.

With the 'work® came a need for more places to ‘rest and play’. The increase in housing during the "70s
and "8fis we shall look at later, but as far os recreational fcilities were concermed, the carly 19705 got off to a
bsed start.

The plans for the new town centre in 1963 had included a replacement for the popular Atalania
Ballroom, bt the proposed rent was considered oo high and Waoking Council's alternative site was deseribed
a5 "'mare like an oir rmid shelter than a dance hall”! In 1974 the Atalanta closed and the site earmarked for its
replocement is now offices, known os "Alexandra Howse’, above the shops between Mercin Walk and Church
Path.

The fellowing vear another blow was dealt 1o the local entertainment scene when the Odeon Cinema
(in Duke Street) closed - leaving just the ABC {formerly the Rite) in Chobham Road.

For sports funs, however, things
were looking up. The long-gwaited indoor
swimming pool was at last open. The idea
had been mooted in 1966 for a pool in the
town centre costing £200,004, In December
1967 plans were drawn up for the £400, 004
pool and in June 1970 Gilbert Ash were
awarded the contract to build the new
indoor pool at an estimated cost of
£450,000), In the end, the E575,000 Woking
Cemre Pool was finally opened in October
1973, It was built in the middie of a
roundabout und the only public access was

via another very unpopular "“h“"“l"_ o The ARC Cinema, on the corner of Church Strect
more ““"?“ lh:‘m not by a death-defying run and Chablam Road = now the site of the
across Victoria Way! office Mook known ax " Hollvwood House”,
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The Centre Pool, in the middle of the Vietoria Way roundabout - where part of The Peacocks ix today.

Trshould be said thut doubts about the site of the Centre Pool were expressed even before it was buill
and in 1971 one councillor, Bill Bocking, stated that ‘it should be put in Woking Park bestde the outdoor pool
where it would be of far more use and cost half the money’, For once he was proved rght!

The Park was the site chosen for another controversial sporting venue - the Leisure Centre. Plans for
this £530,000 'space-age” sports and recreational centre were announced in 1972 and in 1974 the £1.5 million
scheme was given the go-ahead. It Ainally opencd in November 1976, by which time who knows what it cost™:
but ot least it still survives — for the moment.

For the more cultured there were the Centre Halls and Library opened in 1974-75, The Library (the
largest in Surrey ) was actually opened first- in 1974, with the Centre Halls behind it opening o few months later.,

The Centre Halls {and especinlly the Rhoda MeGaw Theatre), provided a locus for the many local
amateur dramatic and music societies. Again there are oo many to mention by name, but as an official guide in
the carly 1970s pointed oul "There are approximately 200 organisations in the district’, embracing everyihing
from A (for Art) o Y (for Youth). A Zoological Socicty (as far as | know) is still missing!

An artist s impression of the Leisure Centre in Woking Park.
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FProgramme from the dedication
Tl'lﬁ New of the mew Trinity Methodist

Trinity Methodist Church CARTen ot ey g

Horself — replacing the old
Woiring, Surrev church in Commerciol Rowd,

Many ol these socictics met and had previously performed in local church halls, such as St Paul's
Church Hall {built in the lage 19505), SL Mary's ( 1960) and the York Road Congregational Church Halls (the Tirst
opened in 1955 and the second in 1964), 51, Dunstan’s Church Hall {in White Rose Lane) and Christ Church Hall
{nlready mentioned) were algo well used,

Meanwhile some denominations were building new eliurches. The Methodisis moved to Brewery
Road in Horsell in 1963 after the old church in Commercial Road was sold to Morwich Union for development
(the old church bumning down the following year) and in 1978 the Baptist Church moved from Perey Street to
the new 'Coign’ site in Church Street (the old site being redeveloped with offices),
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Consolidation — Woking in the 1980s.

The buildings of the new town centre didn't just

replace old churches, Most of the redevelopment involved
Victorian and Edwardian houses. For the [irst time ina (glﬂfl
century, few people actually *lived' in the town, and }‘ _)

although some homes were provided in
the form of Mats above the shops nlong
Coammercial Way, most poople moved
oul Lo estates, such as the newly
begun Goldsworth Park.

The history of Goldsworth Ther hevases of
Park docs not really come under the Bardon Walk,
area of this study, but its impact on the Gieddxwaonrtl

area wis so great that a briel history of 52 Park, under
its development must be included. canstruetion in
Basically, the Master Plan for the estate was the eurly
dravwn up in the late 1960s, with agreement being redched |8 F98s
between Woking Council and New Ideal Homes 1o L
develop the estate in the early 1970s, Work actually
began in October 1973 and the first property wis ready for ocoupation the
following sunmer, Originally it was to include a new sixth-form college, 3
secondary school, library and fire station, but whilst none of these actually
came about, the shopping centre, church, health centre, pub and sporting
and commenity facilities were finally built (although not sl in the same
place, or to the same scale, as ongimally planned).

The start of Goldsworth Park -
The fuifding of the Sthversmith Way area in 1973,
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Other smaller estates were developed in the area, De Lora Way (ofT the Kingsway) was begun in 1973,
with the Georgian-siyle town houses soon on the market for £12,995 cach.

Acrozs the railway line the development of Wych Hill Park was begun nearly ten years Iater, Here,
one-bedroom flats were sold by Wimpey, the developers, for £33,995, with a three-bedroom semi-detached
costing o further £16,000. In all, Wimpey had permission for 134 dwellings on the site, and with o few housing
associalion propertics as well, Wych Hill Park is one of the larger of the recent housing cstates in the area
under review in this book,

To the south of the rilway, the Victorian and Edwardian houses of York Road have in general
survived, although many have been sub-divided. But nearer to town, and in Mount Hermon Road, nearly all of
the eld houses have been swept away and replaced by modem terraces or blocks of Mats. These include the
MeCarthy & Stone "Homebeech® and 'Homeworth' homes begun in the early | 980s and places such as The
Rowans on the site of part of the old Council Offices in Mount Hermon Road.

Even the creation in 1987 of a conservation area at the Wyeh Hill Lane end of Moum Hermon Road
(including West Hill Road) has not prevented new developments from replacing older propentics - such as
Ruxley Court on the corner of West Hill Road and Mount Hermon Road.

Other Conservation Arcas designated at this time included part of the older area of Woking Town
Centre (mainly Chertsey Road and The Broadway), the Hockering Estate and the Basingstoke Canal which has
been lovingly restored from a derelict waterway (and shopping-trolley park) of the carly 1960s 1o (hopefully)
thriving waterway of the 211 century!

Meanwhile, many of the institutions in
the area (especally around Maybury) foound thar
they no longer needed large grounds or oul-of-
date buildings and in the 19805 sobd off land for
development. "Rose Wood' (off White Bose Lane)
was built in the grounds of Ashwood (the former
Mational Children's Home which was later
converted into apartments) and ‘Foxhanger' on
the site of Evershed House, Oriental Road (an
annex to the Southern Railwaymen’s Home); and

in 1948 the Railway Orphanage
itsell was demaolished and
replaced by the houses and
fats of Dorchester Courl. This
lwst estute was built by New
ldeal Homes, who in the carly
19905 began the development
off Lavender Road on land
formerly belonging 1o the 51
Peter's Convent.

At the same time other
'ﬁ ‘institutions” have developed in the area
such as the Bernard Sunley and Smiles
Homes in College Road (their 19605 blocks
being replaced by more pleasing, modern
buildings). Woking’s Hospice in Hill View
Road amd the Woking Community Hospital
{on the site of the former Beecheraft
Hospitul) in Heathside Road.

e ¥ =
The 1961k Bernard Sunley Home in College Road,
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The “Waoking Association of Single Homeless' site sl Bedser Close, and the remodelling by the Surrey
Care Trust of the YMCA building in Heathside Crescent into short-stay bed-sit sccommedation {(opened in
Fehruary 1993 by Prince Edward), are also a credit to the town, whilst Woking Council have provided useful
day centres For the elderdy, first at the Westgate Centre by Wheatsheaf Bridge (now, sudly, closed) and then in
the Marjorie Richardson Centre in the High Street.

Again, it is impossible 10 name every good cause, butl one other development that easily springs o
mind is the Maybury Centre in Board School Road, opened in 1994, As well as being a great focal point for the
community. it also kelps to preserve one of the few historie buildings in the area — the original *Board School” -
n feat which, happily, was replicated at Westficld and By fleet,

Just as the inerease in work opportunities brought the need for more housing, so the increase in the
population brought the need for more work, and so the cyele continues.

The site of the old Odeon Cinema in Duke Street was originally covered by o condition requiring the
developers to include “leisure facilities” in the scheme, but in 1982 that condition was "waived” by the Council (al
a price) nnd the whobe site was turned into offices.

Across the road, Harry Hyams (the developer of Centre Point in London) had his eyes on the land
between Duke Street and Stanley Road. A permit for the area was at first refused by the Government. however.
and for several years the site remained a car park. Construction of the E30-million scheme finally began in
January 1983, being complete by the autumn of 1955,

I Aw artist s impression of St Andrews Howse

By then, many more The Conneil Offices wnder constraction i e early 1980x, viewsd from
oTicis B becn built in the aeross Victoria Way and the Sasingstoke Canal

town, including St Andrew’s
House in West Street (home
originally of Costnin
International, who briefly
renamed it Costain House).,

Attached o 51
Andrew’s House were the new
Woking Borough Council
OfTices, built by Wates
Construction ul a cost of over £7
million - twice the price onginally
estimuted i 1978, The new
offices were opened by the Duke
of Gloucester (hence Gloucester
Square) in April | 983,
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Thee fifefing of the new
Commeil (ffiees fviewed
fram the "Waolsey Place’
car park), feoking across
the ronftops of the Hivary

and Centre Hulls,

= - “m
The Civie (Mfices, on one side of the Centre Halls, were 1o
be complemented by a new Magistrates' Court and Divisional Police
Headguariers on the other side. Fortunately these were never built
and in 1982 the County Council approved a scheme to convert the
former Boys™ Grammar School in Station Approach into the Police
| Station, The following vear plans were announced for the £3.7-
e million Magistrates” Courts to be built on the former school

B [ [y ground.
Meanwhile the old Council Office site in Guildford Road

wis up for sale. At first it was hoped that the 2.9-acre site (with
-_T_-" permission for 90,000 square feet of ofMices) would fetch £7 million

(1o pay for the new Council Offices), bul in November |982 the
———— Joriginal developers (Guildbourne) pulled out of the deal and in April
1983 the Council were forced to accept the lower offer of £5.75
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Work began on demolition in June 1983 and in April 1984 the new building wus ‘topped out’. Onginally
the affice block, set around a central courtyird, was called 'Olympic House', but afler remnining empty for three
years the development was occupied by Phillips Petroleum who renamed it 'Phillips Cuodrant’. Phillips also
moved into another new block - Phillips Court - built on the former Aldershot & District Bus Depot in
Gioldswaorth Road, but in the 19%0s Phillips concentrafed their offices on the Guildford Road site and the
Goldsworth Road building was later taken over by PepsiCo International Restaurants {liter renamed Tricon in
1997 and later still, *Yum Restaurants Intemational ).

The Goldsworth Road arca was by then fast becoming the “office capital” of Woking, with Goldvale
House in Church Street Weest begun in June 1983, Cavendish House topped out in 1983 and what became
known as Technology House due for occupation by October 1983

Each had its own style (or lack of style, ns the case may be), but 1983 seems to have started a trend, as
some of the offices built the following yeor were certainly different, with Luke House on the comer with Poole
Road catching the cye, and Church Gate and Hogan House in Church Street West likewise cansing comment.

Another large office hlock completed in 1984 was Meirion House in Guildford Road. This was to
include four shops, but these e 3 ] :
have since been turned into
more offices. The block 15
apparently named after Wynn
Meirion Evans, the designer of
the scheme, who died before its
completion. This feat is
recorded on a plaque on the
base of the cannon {at the
entrance to Bradficld Close)
which the developers insisted
was pointing at their offices and 88
not the building beside it, then
occupied by HM, Customs &

- 2

Excme! 1 x e e .
As if all the above WI.:T;:I e T PR e 4

not endigh; two athir blocks The Canmon in Bradfield Close

were completed in 19584 in

Chobham Road - Chobham House (designed by Scolt Brownrigg & Tumer) and Victoria Gate (on the site of the

1960 office block, Ryde House), 1t should not, however, be assumed that office work was the only occupation
available in Woking, as other employment opportunitics were also developed in the 19805 and "90s.

‘Chester House™ No 76-86 Chertsev Road, was alce built i the F980% (next to Brook Howse),
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Woking Business Park was built in 1981 on an | 1-acre site formerly occupied by Sorbo Rubber
Products, The estate, buill by Balfour Beatty, was officially opened in July 1981 with 23 factory units and
witrehouses maging in size from 1,900 w 94,000 square feet. Meanwhile, the smaller-scale Wintonlen site a
Monument Way West was opened six years later, followed in the 1990s by the Boundary Road Business
Centre, The 19905 also saw former factory sites in Albert Drive and Foster Road, Shecrwater, redeveloped for
small workshop and factory units - including the Genesis Business Park.




Another New Town Centre! — The 1990s and Beyond.

In the late 19490s
the biggest development
as far as industry and
employment was
concerned was the loss of
one of the town's major
industriitl emplovers -
James Walker's Lion
Works at Mavbury. The
site was redeveloped with
six retail warchouses -
Lion Park — including Pets
at Home (formerly
Petsmuart, formerly Pets
City), Shoe City (later
Curry’s), Carpet
Warchouse (Carpetright),
Hulford's (still there!),
Secboard (Harvey's) and
Gircat Mills (later Focus
and then Focus Do I All. 4 k-
The rapid turnover of firms RSkl wii® P/
on the estate 15 a0
indication of the fast
changes in the retail world
i receni yoars,

[ James Walker's factory at Mayhiny —naw the site of the Lion Retail Park

Dawn the road, at Monument Way East, Skeet & Jeffes finally closed their doors after trading in the
town fior over a hundred vears (first in the High Street. then Chobham Road and then Chureh Street), whilsty Hall
& Co. moved out of Vale Farm Road to take up the retail mantle on the estate, before being token over by the
Builder Center,

Retai] warchouses were going
tor bee baailt o the former Victorin
Hospital site, but Woking Borough
Council stopped this by purchasing the
aite { for an undisclosed amount). 1t was
ot until 1998 that the Council sold the
site for housing, and in the meantime
the emply site was used as an open-air
car park.

The Woking Vietoria Hospital fabove
iend vight) weder demolition.

Sowme of the morey raised from the
satbe of the xire west towardy the
builteling of the New Fictoria Hospitaf
fmerw ithe Woking Conmunity
Hospital) fn Heathside Rowd,
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| original CPZ scheme,

Car parks have
also played o mujor part in
the town's development,

The houndearies of the

the number of places and
“Itheir convenient locations
‘Whelping to encourage
shoppers to the arca.
Since the 1970s their
snumber has steadily
| increased and one car
|park - Heathside
Crescent - actually won p
~ -4 [National Design Award!
That was in 1991, but the
following year Woking
Council won linle praise
when it introduced its
. Jcontroversial Controlled
——Parking Zones (CPZs),
~|Like most controversial
—lschemes, the CPZs have
[|since proved popular, with
| [residents in arcas not
ariginally covered asking
for the boundarics to be
extended to inelude them.

The biggest problem with the original
scheme seemed 1o be the pedestrianisation off
Chertsey Road, which was quickly abandoned -
although it has since been virually reintroduced
with new paving and flower beds {added in 1997)
as part of a gencral improvement for the arca.

Whether the decline of Chertsey Road
a% a shopping centre in the carly 19905 was due
1o the CPZ (started in January 1992), or whether it
wis more to do with the opening of The
Peacocks o few weeks alter its introduction, is
debatable. What is surely not debatable is the

cournge with which Woking Council admitted the

mistakes of less than two decades earlier and
decided in 1988 to demaolish the Centre Pool, the
Centre Halls and the biggest and best library in
Surrey, to create "The Peacocks'.

Abave — The site now accupied by
The Peacacks fust prior lo consiruction .

Below - the amended pluns for
The Peacocks, October 1985,

Mew Fiy Tower

MNew Theatre Entrance
Acteis 10 Loading Bay Below

Aceeis o Car Park Rlow FoDtbrudge
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The ariginad plans for The
Peacocks with the demed-glass
roafs aof the Town Sguare eatrance
right) amd chi Bandstond Mell
entrance (helow) - neither of
wihich was adhered fo,

Work started an demolivion of the old
Centre Poal. Centre Halls and Litvary
iy larte FOSE. Thix view, from the " Wolsey
Plaee* car park, shows the exeavationy
for the wew centre, fooking Tawardy
Lockfield Ovive and Goldsworth Park,

Depadtrmest Stoer  Newd ar Ramp
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Abave — Construetion of the lbrary at
The Peacacks " with the Council (Mfices
i the Backgrownd

Right - The ramp to the car parks with
the Rhody MeGaw Theatre behind,
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Dyetniled plans of the scheme by the London & Edinburgh Trust {not Norwich Union) for a chunge,
were passed in November 1988 These included a childeen’s play centre on the 15t lleor; a nightelub for S00-and
a health and beauty club. In the end the *eréche’ ended op on the lower concourse (for a short while), the
nightelub only lasted four years before it closed and the health and beauty club was never built - but otherwise
the scheme wis o greal success.

Demolition work on the ‘old” new wwn cenire began in 1989, with the remodelling of Town Square
taking place in the autumn of 1990 (although it was not efficially re-opened until Sth November, 1992, when the
Ruke of Kent visited the town). By then the impressive Town Gate” had been erected, along with the new
Barclay's Bank, on the site of the former Christ Church Hall, The money from the sale of the hall (£1.6 million)
went towands the £2.2 million cost of refurbishing of the old church across the road, with new halls, mecting
rooms, offices and criche facilities together with the popular colfes shop which was opened in February 1991
by the Bishop of Cuildford.

Whilst all
this was going on,
the cultural side of
the town was
howsed in temparary
accommuodation
the Library
occupying the old
Skeet & Jeffes site in
Church Street East,
whilst the former
QEI School in the
Old Woking Road
{originally bailt in
the 19505 a5 the
Ciirls" Grmar "
Schoal) was vsed oy |5
the lown’s The construction of the new Library (left), with Bavclay s Bunk {cenire) and
temporary theatre. the hoarding aveund Christ Charcl fright).
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New units were pdded a1 the ' Bandsiamd* end
aof Wadsey Walk covering the car park
entrance to "Expor! House”

1 ~%
' o
- gy 4 .
oy 13- "o

Towen Square with the raised flawer beds and
the old Cheist Church Hall in the backgrouwmd,

ovenpied e Machfarker was divided o mabe woy

At the " Fown Sguare " end, the wnit ariginafiy

o Exvon ‘s and Burton s in Wolsey Welk and the
Nationwide Building Society in Mercia Walk,

One unit that wos added on the Town Sqnare end (rext
i the wnit that had been the “Chelsea Coffee Shap -
frow Athena) was the wnif now occupied by Cofé
Gifarding,
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Meanwhile the 'old' shopping
centre was refurbished by Norwich Union a
i cost of over E350,000 and re-opencd as [
Wolsey Place in the autumn of | 988, Further
refurhishment ok place in 1996 and again
i 002,

In the spring of 1991 most of the
major ‘anchor stores’ for The Peacocks
{Allders, Woolworil's, C&A’s and Marks
and Spencer's), were fitted out and the new
Central Library was built {(opening in
December 1991 ). The shopping centre itsell
opened to the public on [0th April, 1992, OFf
course, many of the shops have come and
gone, although of the original “anchors” only
C&A’s have fallen so far (to be replaced by Mercia Walk of Wolsey Place as work commenced
Primark ) and with T.K_Max, Next and Virgim on erecting the new glass canopies.
Megastores (to name just a few) it could be
said that the centre has “gained” more than it has "lost’, The food court, 0o, has changed, but here again, with
maore high profile brands catering for the shoppers, the reputation of The Peacocks has inereased.

The other side of The Peacocks - the Arts and Entertainment centre (renamed The Ambassadors in
194465 = sy began o open from 10th April, 1992, anwards (starting with the three-sereen cinemal, with the
1. 304-seat New Victoria Theatre finally opening on $th June that year. By then the whole centre had cost over
E120 million to construct - and as far as Woking is concerned, it must have been worth every penny! The fact
thit, less than four years later, Fantails (the nightelub), the Committee Rooms and the Wells and Shaw Rooms
(the Function Suite) closed, is beside the point. It merely shows how quick Woking is to ‘move with the times"!
Three more cinema sereens, o hospitality suite and better eating and drinking fcilities hiave been provided in
their place.
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Brackure for the Shaw and Wells Rooms of The Planets “Aris & Entertainment Centre”.
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All of these fecilities are fur better
o than the old Centre Halls, whilst the removal
Hof the pool to Woking Park in 1989 (un-

o iaginatively namsed "The Pool m the Park’)
was surely the right decision. The addition
ol the "Leisure Lagoon' in August 1992
further increased the pool®s attraction,

The Kingficld Road end of town 15
certainly the *sporting meeea” of Woking,
with the pools and the leisure centre, not o
mention the Snooker Centre, CGiym Clob and
the David Lloyd Leisure Centre (originally
opened as the Chns Lune Tennis Centre).

A model af the "Leiswre Lagoon
al the Pool in the Park

FATROPHY'|
ﬁ J |=| NAL ]
The impressive 2,000-scat "Leslie Gosden Stand” at Woking Football
Giround is also a credit 1o the town, although its construction did
raise o few evebrows when it was built in 1995, The stand menns
that, should the club win the Conference League, they would be
allowed promotion 1o the Nationwide League. OF course, at the time
ol writing (May 2003 ) that secmed casier said than done! Woking
just avoided relegation, thanks to some help from their bitterest
rivals — Stevenage Borough and Famborough Town, Hopefully, by
the time you read this, Woking will have not only have won
promotion but also emulated their heroic FoACCup runs of the lae
19905 and their FoA Trophy Final victories of 1994, 1995 and 1997,

Poster advertising the firss of Woking s
three F.A. Trophy finals af the | 9Nls

Less energetic leisure pursuits
were provided in the town at the *H.G.
| Wells Pluncts” where ten pin bowling,
virtual reality games, o brewery, bars (one
including a full sized Buccaneer Jump Jet),
| restaurant and sn adventure playground
micle up what was suid 1o be at the time
"Surrey's largest indoor theme park ™!

The Planets (despite going into
receivership less than two vears afier its
opening) ako included a thriving *lodge-
style’ hotel (in what used 1o be Playtex™s
offices), 2 bingo hall, and — where the rool
garden of Fine Fare used to be — 4 large
“eonference moom’”, the H.G.Wells Suite,
together with smuller meeting rooms and a
bar, Whilst the latter facilities still retain
the Wells theme and name, downstairs
"The Mancts” has been re-vamped (less
brewery and jet) and re-launched as “The
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Artists imprescion of the impravements to “The Big Apple’.

Big Apple’, with the long awaited nightclub
{Quake) opening in the spring of 2006,

H.G. Wells {or at least his
Martians) seem o have featured in most of
Woking's public art of recent times,
including the Town Gate (look for the
Martian's Tripod); the Victoria Arch
enamelled panels; and the tile mural in the
Victoria Way subway. Only the mural in the
High Street has no reference to 'HG.,
although it could be said that, as a
representation of life in Edwardian Woking,
it shows the world that the Martians would
have ‘known’. The main picce of modem
art, however, is Michael Condon’s seven-
metre tall “Martian® (actually its tripod, not
the "ereature” itself) erceted in Crown
Passage, at its junction with Church Street, in 1998, Together with the "cylinder’, the fancy paving and lighting,
and the elaborate opening ceremony, it certainly caused much controversy at the time, with many believing it to
be a waste of laxpayers’ money, The Council, however, claimed that works of art such as this attract visitors to
the town and that by bringing pleasure they ane worthwhile items for public expenditure. 1 will leave you ta
decide which camp s right.

In the case of the *Astronomical " clock, proposed to

WOKING mark the Queen's Jubilee in 2002, its fate was decided by the
ﬁ COMMUNITY [Council's much-vaunted ‘Citizen"s Panel’, set up 1o help the
elected members decide on controversial projects. £350,000 was
needed for the project, but with just £175,000 raised (mainly
through *planning gain’) by October 2001, 56% of the 1,396 panel
g’ members who voted (70% of the members) voted against the
scheme and the clock was quietly dropped.

\ “Q- 5/ The Council's enthusiasm for public art in the wown has
LB 9.4 been matched by its love of civie celebration — “Woking 1507 in
“ 3 1 9 1988 (the 1 50th anniversary of the coming of the railway) and

somewhat confusingly *Woking's Centenary” in 1994-5, to
celebrate the 100th vear of local government in the arca. There
= — ANN JELLICOE  .o.= |wasalso the *“War of the Worlds® centenary in 1996-7 (one year

HON 25& m’f &&T Eﬂl JUNE before anyone else as we celebrated the writing of the story in

Woking and not its publication as a book), and the Woking

; SHAW ROON Community Playz - ‘Changing Places” by Anne Jellicoe (1992) -
mmm one of the first events in the newly opened Wells Suite at the

S i Peacocks - and ‘Running Red’ by Richard Hayhow { 1996) - one of

S L 7Y% lthe first events in the newly opened Wells Room at the Planets,

The former looked at Woking in the early 20th century, whilst the
Iatter (based loosely on War of the Worlds) looked 1o the future
of Woking in the carly 215t century,

The first Woking Cormunity Play -
“Changing Places " by Anne Jellicoe,

Of course, there are many other celebrations and events that regularly take place: The Woking Dance
Umbrella in the carly spring; the Canal Festival at Easter; the Woking Bikeathon later in the spring; the Woking
Mela at the Mosque in the Summer; and in the autumn everything from festivals of Drama and Music to the
Woking Beer Festival and the wonderful *One-World Week™ where the town's ethnic communities get together
to celebrate Woking's unique cultural heritage. Woking has the largest ethnic mix of people in Surrey, with
almost 10% of the population *non-white” and almost every country of the world represented in the town's
population of 93,500 and stll counting!

The population of Woking is still increasing and with more single-person households the number of
houses and flats in the area has increased. Developments such as Brookwood Hospital st Knaphill have
accounted for some, bul in recent years, with pressure to develop "brown-field" sites rather than build in the
countryside, a vast amount of "infill” development has tuken place in the central part of town, such as at Vale
Farm Road and Stanley Road,

113



Maost have replaced older housing, such as Howarth Homes™ "Brookland Mews” of 10 four-bedroom
‘mews-style’ houses, which have replaced the former "Mayhurst” residential home in Mayhurst Avenue, and
Micholas King's *Meridian® development of just four *luxwry® detached four and-five bedroom homes between
Park Rowd and Maybury Hill (both under construction in 2003},

O a larger scale, Thirlstone Homes developed the site
of *Brackenbrae’ in Heathside Crescent with a crescent of 72 two-
bedroom apartments (and 24 “affordable’ houses). The scheme
wient ahead despite protests from many people over the impagi
on the area and its wildlife, especially the badgers and pipistrelle
bt that had been reported in the grounds of the old house,
Surprisingly [or not, as the case may be), a survey for the
Council, after development began, found no trace of these
profectied species and the developers were allowed to continue,
Presumably the Council still received the E50.000 for *highwaay 3
improvements’ and the £96,000 for *leisune’ schemes in the town |2
promised by the developers!

Meanwhile, other developments have replaced public
buildings such as Mountsile Place on the old Court and Police
Station site; St Andrew’s Gate on the site of the old Regisiry
Office next door; and more recently the *Lismore Gardens'
development on the site of the former Surrey County Council
Education Office at Lismore - all in Heathside Road.

Above — Construciion of the crescent af
‘Brackenhrae” off Heathside Crescent,

Left — the demodition of Lismore,
Heathxicde Road.

Below = The building of “The Poini " on the
site of the former Eibeead Cldy fem the
carger of Chertsery Rocd and Stanley

Rewaed). The Cluh moved arcund the corner

intto the old Working Men s Club in Walton
Rosaed.

Al piceires on this page were
firkent fn Hre Swmser of 2003,

The latter scheme was
highly controversial, with at one E
stage i | 1d-signiture petition —
against Bellway Homes" plan for eE
74 futs on the site.

The same developer nlso
built the 38 one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments al *The Point”
on the cormer of Chentsey Road
and Stanley Road (on the site of
the old, 19705, Liberal Club). It was
still being built at the time of
writing, so that by the time you
read this it may have been
renamed something else. ltcanbe [}
quite confusing when developers |
give a fancy name 1o o scheme (1o
bielp sell it), only for the Council,
or whoever, to rename the

\
development when it is complete! N

]
b |
o
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“We bought a brand new apartment at
Victoria Waterside — the advantages
were irresistible!”__

A bedrooms. 2 bathrosms - EA. o cxiernal malnienance and
HUG aver 1480 sq. fit {That's 0o gandening = just more
bigger than many new thme 10 errjoy oursebes!

A Boudrusim Besases toalay |
Bt o all wr part exchanged our

cws Around . mile from the existing bome through Barme with no

station and even less (o
- Tnasady!
PN ctate agents foes to pay = and oo

wr can rasily walk W

Century Court (helow), originally develaped as “Vietoria

Waterside " fabovel was buill on the sire of the former Woking Vicioria
Hospiral, Thee foow baeilaling in the backgrownd was the Wesigare Centre,
a drop-in centre for the elderfy,

Century Court, on Victoria
Way, was ndvertised ns " Victorie
Waterside” when it was being
developed, whilst Little Ridings,
Oriental Road, was called
*Gilebelands” in ils early lilerature,

Other sites under
construgtion during the summer of
2003 included “The Old Dairy’ in
Goldsworth Road (on the site of the
old Uinigate Dairy, by the footpath
from Step Bridge to The Kingsway
and Twin Bridges), ‘Bramicy

comer of Claremont Avenue and
Wech Hill Lane, by Elmbridge’s),
and Claremont Lodge (further up
Claremont Avenue, on the corner
with Papular Grove),

The last-named scheme
was on the site fommierly ocoupied
by the Northilect Hotel, whilst the
fate of 1ts one-time rival, The Litten
Tree { formerly The Cotieridge Hotel), was also in the balance it the time of writing. An application in June 2002
by Berkeley Homes for 62 Mats (including 15 “affordable” units) in an cight-storey block was turmed down by the
Coungil, whilst in December 2002 a similar scheme (one storey and six flats fewer) was also rejected, but went to
appeal. OF course, both the Litten Tree and Northleet developments would probably nol have been proposed
Thad it not been for the opening in April 2001 of the 161-bodroom *Holiday lnn® in Victoria Way (on part of the
site formerly occupied by Skeet & Jeffes® showroom).
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The aren has also scen sites of former offices redeveloped with housing, such as Laing Retirement s
"Consort Court” on the former ‘Planet House” (Tyler's Wine Merchants, later Victoria Wine's ofTice block) in
Chuldford Road, and *Hillside Mews®, a development of 13 fourbedroom town houses with six apartments by
Fairview Homes, on the site of the old NEU Engineering offices, also in Guildford Road, When they were first
on the market in carly 2002, they started at £399,000; later in May that year they were 385 000; whilst by
October they were advertised at £352,000, The excess of developments coming on 1o the murket at that time
(together with “national” pressures) obviously afTected the asking price. That, however, seems to have been the
exception rather than the rule. as house prices in this ares seem to have followed a steady upward spiral.

The two latter schemes saw the dema lition of old offices, but at Sundial House in Goldsworth Road
this was not necessary, as in 2002 the former cmpty offices above the shops were converted into nine Nats
perhaps the first of many such sehemes in the wwn,

The Goldswaorth Road end of town has seen some major changes in recent years, with the £6.5 million
Surrey History Centre (opened October 1998) being built on the site of the old Goldsworth School {with the
ultr-modern new Goldsworth School being constructed next to Bridge Bam); and Safeway’s £10 million
supermarket (opened May 2001) on the site of Wadham's motor showroom, the old Price’s Bakery and the
railway sidings behind the Kingsway,

| At the time of writing, the

| Safeway chain of supermarkets was
[subject to a number of bids from rival
supermarket chains (ind others), and so0
by the time you read this book it is
possible, ifnot probable, that its name
has changed, if it has not closed
altogether {as at Addlestone)!

One of the biggest
developments in the road in recent
years, however, was the offices
between Goldsworth Road and Poole
Road. Named *Midas® by the
developers, both the 48 470 square feel
------ of office space and the four shop units
5 below were still to be occupicd o the
timwe of wriling this book.

The "Midas* development from Poole Road,

(rher office development included
Allianz Comhill's new affice building in -~ |55
Goldsworth Road, the new *Brook
House® (replacing the 19705 block of the
same name) al Brook House Roundsbou
and Cap Gemini's offices: the first,
ariginally called Shaw House, is on the
comer of Church Street West and Victoria
Way, with the second development (in
Forge End) being linked to the first by o
covered pedestrian bridge.

{

L

"m.'m. .'_ilml‘ i

‘s‘.fmu Hemese aoed fhelow feft) the home of Cap Gemini,

s e
L | And finally, let us consider some places that will
probably be redeveloped in the future {or is it already the
m a-r" past?). Cnly time will tell, but perhaps you may like to use the
s blank pages al the back of this hook 1o wrile your own notes
i g o photographs of developments, as they take place, for :,::ur
e e personalised *lustrated History of Woking Town Centre’.
; In no particular order. ..

_.--"""
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. Woking Railway Station and the *Banana

Shed” site,

. The old Telephone Exchange site in Oriental
Road.

. The old *‘Court’s" furnishers site in the High
Street,

. The bottom of the Wolsey Place car park.

. The Post Office and Fire Station site beside

Cawsey Way.

. The junction of Goldsworth Road and Church
Street West.

. The former "Esso" petrol station in
CGioldsworth Road,

. The site of the Coign church in Church Street
West
The Brewery Road Car Park.
The former Westgate Centre site by
Wheatsheal Bridge.

. The last remaining houses off Victoria Way,
by the Brook House roundabout.

. The comman land by the Brook Howse
roundabout.

. The former Phillips Petroleum Offices in
Ciuildford Road (Phillips Quadrant).

. The sidings behind the houses of York Road.

. The commuter car park at Oriental Road.

. St Dunsten's Church (below ) in White Rose

Above ~ the station site, piven planning permizsion
fur 240 apariments (early in 2003) within a
15-srorey landmark development .

Permizsion was granted fora further 48 apartments
for the “second phase " of the schente on the
felephane exchange site.

Lane,

I the summer of 2003 Sureey County Council
cxpresyed an interest in moving County Hall to
Woking. The Brewery Road car park site was
their preferred apifon, much to the disgusit of
some local residents - Wateh thix space!

. The site of the former 5t. Francis Roman
Catholie First School in Park Road,

. Marie Carlisle House in Coley Avenue.

. The Litten Tree in Guildford Road.

. The site of the old greenhouses in Blackness
Lane, Woking Park.

. The land around the Leisure Centre {if not the

Leisure Centre itself).

. Woking Football Ground.

. The site of the former Westficld Tip, off
Westficld Avenue.

. The fields between Egley Road and the
railway.

- Any picce of green space within Woking
Town Centre (especinlly if it i5 owned by the
Council).

. Any old house in any road on which a
developer can cram more "apanments’,
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Minutes of the Woking School Board ( F874-1903);
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Minutes of the Woking Local Bourd { 1893-94);

Minutes of the Woking Urban District Council {1 895-1974);

Minutes of the Woking Borough Council ( 1974-2003);
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Publications of the Surrey Archacological Society, ingluding various editions of the Surrey Archacological
Collections, and Surrey Archacological Society Bulletins;

Publications of the Surrey Record Society:

Publications of the Surrey Local History Counceil, including various editions of *Surrey History "

Publications of the Brookwood Cemetery Society;

Publications of the Mayford History Society — the Mayfond & Woking District History Society and the Woking
History Society;

Publications of the Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society;

Publications of the West Surrey Family History Society.

Various editions of the Woking News & Mml, and the special supplements of 1914, 1935, 1944, 1954 & [994;

Warious editions of the Woking Review;

Various editions of the Woking Opinion:

Various editions of the Woking Herald and Surrey Herald;

Vartous editions of the Surrey Advertiser;

Various editions of the Surrey County Magazine, Surrey Magazine, Monocle Magazine and Surrey Oceasions;

Various editions of the Woking Magazine and *What's On in Woking' (published by Woking Borough
Couneil);

Various editions of the London Hlustrated News:

Varions editions of the Ordnance Survey Maps from the 18705 10 the present day:

Various editions of the Woking & District Street Directory. and other directories (notably Kelly's Directories).

Various editions of the Woking Urban District Council and Woking Borough Couneil Guides.

Copies of some of the above are held in the author’s own collection, which has also been consulted

for various maps, plans, sale catalogues and other local memorabilia. Reminiscences, correspondence and other
unpublished material held in the collection have also been used.
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lain Waketford’s latest book on the

history of Woking 1s a must for
dy interested in the past,

present or e future of the town.
Above - The High Street I'his is the first book to concentrate

e TR on the history of just the town centre & 1

Woking Electric and with its numerous illustrations it

Supply Co, in 15 4 10V ok at as well as re: -
North Road. S8 look at as well as read. Above — The Woking Home Ceard

Left = The Goldswarth
Armx on the corner with
Poole Road,

Below = Commercial Way
and the hifding of
Welsey Place
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af Sighs ' over
Fictoria Way af itz .
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fumction with ”‘";-" fo
Goldsworth Road . . e
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